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Abstract: Fałtynowicz, W. 2022. Participation and role of German lichenologists in understanding the lichen biota 
of the areas currently within the borders of Poland. ‒ Herzogia 35: 6 ‒21.
German naturalists initiated lichenological research in the areas lying within the Polish borders as early as in the 17th 
century. For over 200 years of their activity, they have published over 100 books and articles on lichens, making a 
significant contribution to the knowledge of the lichen biota of Poland. The results of their research, together with 
numerous preserved herbarium collections, constitute important documentation and comparative material, which is 
still used by Polish lichenologists. 

Zusammenfassung: Fałtynowicz, W. 2022. Beteiligung und Rolle deutscher Lichenologen an der Kenntnis der 
Flechtenbiota von Gebieten, die jetzt in Polen liegen. ‒ Herzogia 35: 6 ‒21.
Deutsche Naturforscher initiierten bereits im 17. Jahrhundert lichenologische Forschungen in Gebieten, die heute zu 
Polen gehören. In über 200 Jahren ihrer Tätigkeit haben sie über 100 Bücher und Artikel über Flechten veröffentlicht 
und damit einen wesentlichen Beitrag zum Verständnis der Flechtenbiota in Polen geleistet. Die Ergebnisse ihrer 
Forschungen bilden zusammen mit den zahlreichen erhaltenen Herbarsammlungen ein wichtiges Dokumentations- 
und Vergleichsmaterial, das von polnischen Lichenologen noch vielfach genutzt wird.
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Introduction
Central Europe is a region where national borders have changed more often than elsewhere. 
Individual lands changed hands; entire countries ceased to exist, only to reappear after a long 
time, but not necessarily within the same borders as before. It particularly affected Poland, 
which disappeared from the map of Europe for more than 120 years, divided among three other 
countries: Russia, Prussia, and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. This period is also the beginning 
of modern natural history research in the world. Poland was reborn after World War I, and after 
1945, by an agreement between the superpowers, it moved west and north, losing the so-called 
Eastern Borderlands and gaining Lower Silesia, Masuria and Pomerania.
This is obviously not the place for historical and geopolitical considerations. I would just 
like to say that while working on the lichen biota of modern Polish lands, we remember that 
not all of them have always been Polish and not only Polish researchers have contributed to 
establishing the richness of nature and biodiversity. German researchers, to whom I dedicate 
this article, have made a significant contribution to this cognition. They conducted particularly 
intensive field inventory research, the results of which they regularly published in numerous 
local or national scientific journals and publications. This research was fostered by a strongly 




