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Varicellaria velata occurs in the Alps

H. Thorsten Lumbsch & Roman Türk 

Abstract: Lumbsch, H. T. & Türk, R. 2022. Varicellaria velata occurs in the Alps. – Herzogia 35: 174 –176.
Varicellaria velata in its current circumscription has a worldwide distribution and is common in tropical and sub­
tropical habitats but also extends into the temperate zone. In Europe it has a subatlantic distribution and has also 
been recorded from a single locality in Austria for the Alps. This record has recently been interpreted as dubious and 
consequently, the species was not listed in recent checklists of the Alps and Austria. We here report a new collection 
of this species from Austria and confirm the identity of the previous record of Varicellaria velata confirming its pre­
sence in the Alps.

Zusammenfassung: Lumbsch, H. T. & Türk, R. 2022. Varicellaria velata kommt in den Alpen vor. – Herzogia 35: 
174 –176.
Varicellaria velata hat eine weltweite Verbreitung und ist häufig in tropischen und subtropischen Gebieten, dringt 
aber auch in temperierte Zonen vor. In Europa hat die Art eine subatlantische Verbreitung und wurde auch aus den 
Alpen mit einer Aufsammlung aus Österreich nachgewiesen. Dieser Nachweis ist kürzlich angezweifelt worden und 
die Art ist dementprechend in neueren Checklists der Alpen und Österreichs nicht aufgelistet. Hier berichten wir von 
einer neuen Aufsammlung der Art in Österreich und bestätigen die Identität der älteren Angabe der Art und somit ihr 
Vorkommen in den Alpen.
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Introduction
The genus Varicellaria Nyl. is characterized by disciform apothecia, non-amyloid hymeni­
al gel, strongly amyloid asci, 1–2-spored asci, and 1- or 2-celled ascospores with more or 
less thick, 1-layered walls, and the presence of lecanoric acid as major metabolite (Schmitt 
& Lumbsch 2004, Schmitt et al. 2012). The genus is placed in the family Varicellariaceae 
(Kraichak et al. 2018) and currently includes seven species, some of them with rather re­
stricted distributional ranges, whereas V. velata (Turner) Schmitt & Lumbsch is the most wide­
spread species with a cosmopolitan distribution, mostly tropical but extending into temperate 
regions. The species is readily identified by its 1-spored asci, thin, light gray, shiny to pruinose, 
coarsely wrinkled to rimose-cracked, esorediate thallus (Dibben 1980, Schmitt et al. 2012). 
In Europe, V. velata has a subatlantic distribution and is known from the British Isles, France, 
northern Germany, Italy, Portugal, and Spain (Dibben 1980, Hanko 1983, Llimona et al. 
1984, Nimis 1993), whereas its occurrence in the Alps has been questioned (Hafellner & 
Türk 2016). Consequently, the recent checklist of lichens of the Alps (Nimis et al. 2018) did 
not include the species. A recent collection that resembled the species by the first author in 
Austria prompted us to re-investigate the presence of V. velata in the Alps.




