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Abstract: Knudsen, K., Urbanavichus, G., Hodková, E., Tsurykau, A. & Kocourková, J. 2022. Acarospora 
schorica is a Trimmatothelopsis. – Herzogia 35: 467– 474.
Acarospora schorica is the oldest name for Trimmatothelopsis sphaerosperma and has priority. The new combination 
Trimmatothelopsis schorica is proposed. The species is recognized as occurring in Asia, Europe, and North America. 
Phylogenetic analysis of sequence data verifies its placement in the genus Trimmatothelopsis.

Zusammenfassung: Knudsen, K., Urbanavichus, G., Hodková, E., Tsurykau, A. & Kocourková, J. 2022. 
Acarospora schorica gehört zu Trimmatothelopsis. – Herzogia 35: 467– 474.
Acarospora schorica ist der älteste Name für Trimmatothelopsis sphaerosperma and hat daher Priorität. Die 
Umkombination Trimmatothelopsis schorica wird vorgeschlagen. Die Art kommt in Asien, Europa und Nordamerika 
vor. Die Stellung der Art in der Gattung Trimmatothelopsis wird molekularphylogenetisch bestätigt.
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Introduction
Trimmatothelopsis Zschacke (1934) is a genus of crustose lichens (Acarosporaceae) occur-
ring in Asia, Australia, Europe, and North America on calcareous or non-calcareous rocks and 
in soil crusts (Knudsen & Lendemer 2016, Knudsen et al. 2021). The circumscription of 
the genus currently includes 11 species, seven of which have been sequenced for nrITS and 
mtSSU and form a monophyletic clade with 100 per cent support (Fig. 1). The synapomor-
phic character of Trimmatothelopsis is long bacilliform conidia 3 – 6 × 1–1.5 µm (Knudsen & 
Lendemer 2016). The species have globose apothecia with a hymenium as high as 270 µm and 
thin paraphyses usually 1 µm wide. The apothecial disc is rarely more than 0.5 mm wide. The 
species of the genus do not produce secondary metabolites. For a history of the scientific study 
of the genus see Knudsen et al. (2021).
When the first author (K. K.) and R. C. Harris were describing Acarospora sphaerosperma 
K.Knudsen & R.C.Harris we searched the literature for possible names for the undescribed tax-
on (Knudsen et al. 2011). We did not find N. V. Vodopjanova’s paper describing Acarospora 
schorica N.V.Vodop. (Vodopjanova 1971). Recently, after several failed attempts at sequenc-
ing, based on morphology and anatomy we transferred Acarospora sphaerosperma to the genus 
Trimmatothelopsis (Knudsen et al. 2021). Shortly after the new combination, the second author 
(G. U.) brought to our attention that he had collected A. schorica and he thought it might be 
the same taxon as Trimmatothelopsis sphaerosperma (K.Knudsen & R.C.Harris) K.Knudsen & 
Kocourk. Working together we confirmed they were the same species having the same morphol-




