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Three species new to the moss flora of Alaska

Vítězslav Plášek*, Pavel Dřevojan, Jan Kučera & Milan Chytrý

Abstract: Plášek, V., Dřevojan, P., Kučera, J. & Chytrý, M. 2022. Three species new to the moss flora of Alaska. – 
Herzogia 35: 675 – 681.
Three moss species – Crossidium squamiferum, Didymodon tectorum and Loeskeobryum brevirostre  – have been 
recorded as new to the Alaskan bryoflora. A brief description of the species and their ecology is given.

Zusammenfassung: Plášek, V., Dřevojan, P., Kučera, J. & Chytrý, M. 2022. Drei neue Arten für die Moosflora 
von Alaska. – Herzogia 35: 675 – 681.
Drei Moose – Crossidium squamiferum, Didymodon tectorum und Loeskeobryum brevirostre – werden als neue Arten 
für die Bryoflora von Alaska gemeldet. Eine kurze Beschreibung der Arten und ihrer Ökologie wird bereitgestellt.
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Introduction
Mosses and liverworts are an important component of Alaska’s ecosystems and account for a 
considerable fraction of the ecosystem’s ground cover and annual productivity (Wielgolaski 
et al. 1981). 
The diverse bryoflora of Alaska has been studied since the mid-nineteenth century, and to 
date, about one thousand species of bryophytes have been reported (e.g., Lesquereux & James 
1884, Persson 1946, Sherrard 1955, Worley & Iwatsuki 1970, Stehn et al. 2013, Walton 
et al. 2014, Söderström et al. 2015, Wolski et al. 2021, 2022). Recent checklist of species for 
the entire state only exists for liverworts (Söderström et al. 2015), reporting 294 taxa, while 
the most recent checklist for the mosses was compiled by Worley & Iwatsuki (1970). The 
601 taxa of mosses recorded in that checklist have since been expanded by about one hundred 
species recorded in numerous bryofloristic studies, notably from the Arctic zone (Murray & 
Murray 1975, Steere & Inoue 1978), the Alaska Panhandle (Worley 1972), the Aleutian 
Islands (Schofield et al. 2002), the Kodiak Archipelago (Peterson et al. 1980), the Denali 
National Park (Stehn et al. 2013), and the Kenai Fjords National Park (Walton et al. 2014). 
New discoveries continue to be added, such as Nardia assamica (Mitt.) Amakawa, which was 
recently collected in the central Aleutian Islands as a new species for the entire North American 
continent (Ellis et al. 2015). Accurate information on the diversity of Alaskan mosses must be 
combined from multiple sources, including the Worley & Iwatsuki (1970) checklist and later 
published data, which together include more than 700 taxa.
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