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First record of Usnea stipitata (lichenized Ascomycota, 
Parmeliaceae) for the African lichenoflora 
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Abstract: El Mokni, R. & Clerc, P. 2022. First record of Usnea stipitata (lichenized Ascomycota, Parmeliaceae) for 
the African lichenoflora. – Herzogia 35: 682– 686.
Usnea stipitata (lichenized Ascomycota, Parmeliaceae) is here recorded to continental Africa from Tunisia for the 
first time. Notes on its habitat, ecology, distribution and conservation status in Tunisia are given. Original photographs 
together with a key of main distinguishing features of the two species of the Usnea cornuta aggregate known from 
North Africa are also provided. 

Zusammenfassung: El Mokni, R. & Clerc, P. 2022. Erstnachweis von Usnea stipitata (lichenisierte Ascomycota, 
Parmeliaceae) für die afrikanische Lichenoflora. – Herzogia 35: 682– 686.
Usnea stipitata (lichenisierte Ascomycota, Parmeliaceae) wird hier erstmals aus Tunesien in Kontinentalafrika nach-
gewiesen. Hinweise zu Lebensraum, Ökologie, Verbreitung und Erhaltungszustand in Tunesien werden gegeben. 
Originalfotos zusammen mit einem Schlüssel zu den beiden aus Nordafrika gemeldeten Arten des Usnea cornuta-
Aggregats werden ebenfalls bereitgestellt.
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Introduction
The genus Usnea Adans. (1763) is characterized by a fruticose thallus with a cortex containing 
usnic acid and a cartilaginous central axis (Clerc 2011). It is one of the ten most species-rich 
lichen genera with about 350 species which are widely distributed throughout the world from 
polar to tropical regions (see e.g. Kirk et al. 2008, Thell et al. 2012, Divakar et al. 2015, 
Lücking et al. 2017, 2020). The genus remains taxonomically quite complex and has usually 
nomenclatural updates and rearrangements regarding its high morphological variability and 
the high diversity of the chemistry of its species. Among the few taxa reported from Tunisia 
and North Africa only one belongs to the U. cornuta aggregate (see e.g. Azami et al. 2004, El 
Mokni et al. 2015, 2017, Ali Ahmed et al. 2018, Amrani et al. 2018, Seaward et al. 2021). In 
the framework of the ongoing extensive field surveys aiming at updating and improving the 
knowledge on the fruticose Tunisian lichenoflora (see e.g. El Mokni et al. 2015, El Mokni & 
Clerc 2020), field investigations in Tunisian oak forests of Kroumiria carried out by the first 
author between 2004 and 2022 led to the discovery of a small unfamiliar population of Usnea. 
This paper reports for the first time in the African continent (from Tunisia) the presence of a 
second relative of the Usnea cornuta aggregate, U. stipitata A.Gerlach & P.Clerc, increasing 
to nine the number of species that are known to occur in Tunisia.
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