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Additions and corrections to Berger et al. (2020): Species of 
Pronectria and Xenonectriella on Physciaceae. – Xenonectriella 

on Heterodermia

Franz Berger & Erich Zimmermann

Abstract: Berger, F. & Zimmermann, E. 2022. Additions and corrections to Berger et al. (2020): Species of 
Pronectria and Xenonectriella on Physciaceae. –Xenonectriella on Heterodermia. – Herzogia 35: 687– 688.
This short notice contains corrections to Xenonectriella on Heterodermia. X. aurantica has to be deleted from the 
checklist of Madeira and X. angulospora to be added instead. Heterodermia has to be deleted from the host list of X. 
physciacearum.

Zusammenfassung: Berger, F. & Zimmermann, E. 2022. Ergänzungen und Korrekturen zu Berger et al. (2020): 
Arten von Pronectria und Xenonectriella auf Physciaceae. – Xenonectriella auf Heterodermia. – Herzogia 35: 687– 688.
Diese Kurzmitteilung enthält Korrekturen zur Artauffassung von Xenonectriella auf Heterodermia. X. aurantica ist 
von der Checkliste von Madeira zu löschen und durch X. angulospora zu ersetzen. Heterodermia ist von der Liste der 
Wirte von X. physciacearum zu tilgen.

The recombination of Pronectria angulospora to Xenonectriella angulospora (Etayo) F.Berger 
in our study on Hypocreales on Physciaceae erroneously let us overlook that deviating mate-
rial on Heterodermia speciosa from Austria turned out to be X. angulospora and not X. phys-
ciacearum. 
Xenonectriella angulospora was described as Pronectria from France (Etayo 1998) on base 
of a specimen with a pale, K+ orange reacting wall and reported later from Guatemala (Etayo 
& van den Boom 2006) without further taxonomical comments. The availability of recently 
collected specimens made it possible to precise the circumscription of X. angulospora.
Studying Xenonectriella on Physciaceae, especially two dozens of specimens of X. phys-
ciacearum on different hosts convinced us that the shifting intensity of the K+ reaction in 
Xenonectriella (also side by side in one infection!) is likely to be dependent on the concen-
tration of wall pigments (Berger et al. 2020). Nevertheless this urgently merits an extended 
chemical investigation of the nature of the involved pigments in this and related genera. 
Recent re-examination of Xenonectriella on Heterodermia (excluding X. vertebrata, which 
seems to be restricted to the H. leucomelos group and therefore currently absent in Central 
Europe) from Madeira revealed that in all specimens identified as X. aurantiaca (Berger & 
Zimmermann 2016) the ascomatal wall is reacting distinctly K+ lilac and all other features 
do not differ from typical X. angulospora. The previous description of Pronectria angulos-
pora with it´s pale, K+ orange wall did not correspond well and led us to omit this possibil-
ity ‒ erroneously. It seemed to be more appropriate to include it into the newly described X. 




