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Lecanora sublivescens, a little-known lichen species in 
Germany
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Abstract: Weber, L., Arup, U. & Schiefelbein, U. 2023. Lecanora sublivescens, a little-known lichen species in 
Germany. – Herzogia 36: 12–28.
New records of the lichenized fungus Lecanora sublivescens are reported from northern Germany. Here the species 
was previously known from four, mainly historical, localities and is considered highly endangered. Because of its 
variability and similarity to other Lecanora species it might however also be underreported. We present an analysis 
of the taxon’s phylogenetic position within Lecanora sensu lato as well as a detailed description of its morphology, 
ecology and geographic distribution.

Zusammenfassung: Weber, L., Arup, U. & Schiefelbein, U. 2023. Lecanora sublivescens, eine wenig bekannte 
Flechtenart in Deutschland. – Herzogia 36: 12–28.
Neue Funde des Flechtenpilzes Lecanora sublivescens werden aus Norddeutschland gemeldet. Bundesweit war die 
Art bisher nur von vier, überwiegend historischen Lokalitäten bekannt und gilt als stark gefährdet. Aufgrund ihrer 
Variabilität und Ähnlichkeit mit anderen Lecanora-Arten könnte sie jedoch auch unzureichend erfasst sein. Wir 
präsentieren die phylogenetische Stellung der Art innerhalb Lecanora sensu lato sowie eine detaillierte Beschreibung 
der Morphologie, Ökologie und Verbreitung.

Key words: rediscovery, northern Germany, distribution, habitat.

Introduction
Lecanora sublivescens is scarcely known in Germany and it has been recorded only from 
very few localities. The first records were provided by Lahm (1885) from the “Tiergarten” 
in Wolbeck near Münster and from the “Kolonate” Heithorn near Hiltrup. He published the 
species as Lecanora straminea but pointed out that Th. Fries regarded this species as forma 
sublivescens of L. symmicta and W. Nylander of L. orosthea. Erichsen (1932, 1957) found 
L. sublivescens in Reinbek near Stormarn in Schleswig-Holstein. Moreover, he stated that a 
record of L. expallens var. straminea by H. G. Sandstede from Linswege in Niedersachsen 
also belongs to L. sublivescens (Erichsen 1932, 1957). M. Brand collected L. sublivescens in 
1976 near Bad Bentheim, Niedersachsen (van den Boom & Brand 2008). After that, the third 
author of this paper (US) found the species on the Mecklenburg-Vorpommern island Usedom, 
but misidentified it as L. symmicta. He found further specimens near the coast in Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern in the early 2010s, without recognizing the species at first. The morphological 
and chemical features of the collected specimens did not fully agree with the descriptions by 
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