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Abstract: Mouedden, R., Ayache, A., Khedim, R., Motiejūnaitė, J. & Ayad, N. 2023. Records of new and over-
looked lichens from the Saïda province (Western Algeria). – Herzogia 36: 72–83.
Eighty five lichens are reported for the first time from Doui-Thabet forest, Saïda province, Algeria, four of them 
(Acarospora aeginaica, Acarospora calcivora, Acarospora pitardii, Acarospora xanthophana) are new to Algeria. Of 
them Acarospora aeginaica is reported for the first time to north Africa. Ten of the recorded species are protected un-
der the Algerian endangered species legislation. For all newly recorded species descriptions of morphology, anatomy, 
ecology and distribution are provided. 

Zusammenfassung: Mouedden, R., Ayache, A., Khedim, R., Motiejūnaitė, J. & Ayad, N. 2023. Aufzeichnungen 
über neue und übersehene Flechten aus der Provinz Saïda (Westalgerien) – Herzogia 36: 72–83.
Fünfundachtzig Flechten werden zum ersten Mal aus dem Wald von Doui-Thabet in der Provinz Saïda in Algerien 
gemeldet, vier davon (Acarospora aeginaica, Acarospora calcivora, Acarospora pitardii, Acarospora xanthophana) 
sind neu für Algerien. Von ihnen wird Acarospora aeginaica zum ersten Mal für Nordafrika gemeldet. Zehn der 
erfassten Arten sind nach den algerischen Rechtsvorschriften für gefährdete Arten geschützt. Für alle neu aufgenom-
menen Arten werden Beschreibungen von Morphologie, Anatomie, Ökologie und Verbreitung vorgelegt. 
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Introduction
The lichen biota of Algeria comprises 1085 species belonging to 187 genera (Ait Hammou 
et al. 2011, Ait Hammou et al. 2014). Later, several other works contributed to the country’s 
lichen lists (Ait Hammou et al. 2008, Boutabia 2016, Khedim 2018, Ali Ahmed et al. 2018, 
Amrani et al. 2018, Adjiri 2019, Chermat 2019, Slimani et al. 2020, Chaker et al. 2021). 
Despite these works, the number of lichen species reported in Algeria remains comparatively 
low and the Algerian territory remains largely underexplored due to its large area and the 
limited number of active lichenologists. The objective of this study is to inventory the lichen 
species of the Doui-Thabet forest in the Saïda province for the first time. 

Study area
Doui-Thabet forest is located in the Saïda province, west of the Algiers city, in a semi-arid 
region. The forest occupies an area of 21690 ha, and is part of the Tellian highlands in western 
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