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Abstract: Sochorová, Z., Vega, M., Hernanz, J., Eckstein, J. & Sochor, M. 2023. Lamprospora aberrans sp. nov. 
(Pezizales) – the first species of Lamprospora with hairy apothecia. – Herzogia 36: 206 –221.
Lamprospora aberrans is described as a new species based on collections from Spain (Community of Madrid and the 
island of Mallorca) and Croatia (Paklenica NP). It is unique due to the combination of globose ascospores ornamented 
with bent ridges, as well as stiff, thick-walled hyaline hairs – the latter feature unknown in the genus Lamprospora so 
far. It is the first species of bryophilous Pezizales known to infect mosses from the genus Gymnostomum (Pottiaceae, 
Pottiales). In the Bayesian analysis of LSU, SSU and EF1-α loci it clustered in a well-supported clade with L. cailletii, 
L. tuberculatella agg., L. benkertii and L. paechnatzii. The role of the hairs in the taxonomy of bryophilous Pezizales 
is discussed. 

Zusammenfassung: Sochorová, Z., Vega, M., Hernanz, J., Eckstein, J. & Sochor, M. 2023. Lamprospora aber-
rans sp. nov. (Pezizales) – die erste Art der Gattung Lamprospora mit behaarten Apothecien. – Herzogia 36: 206 –221.
Lamprospora aberrans wird als neue Art mit Aufsammlungen aus Spanien (Stadt Madrid und Mallorca) und Kroatien 
(Nationalpark Paklenica) beschrieben. Die Art ist durch die folgende Merkmalskombination einmalig: globose 
Ascosporen mit einem Ornament aus gebogenen Leisten sowie das Vorkommen von starren, dickwandigen, hyalinen 
Haaren – das letzte Merkmal ist in der Gattung Lamprospora bisher unbekannt. Es handelt sich um die erste Art 
bryophiler Pezizales, die Moose aus der Gattung Gymnostomum (Pottiaceae, Pottiales) befällt. Eine Bayes-Analyse 
der LSU, SSU und EF1-α Sequenzen zeigt L. aberrans in einer statistisch gut begründeten Gruppe zusammen mit L. 
cailletii, L. tuberculatella agg., L. benkertii und L. paechnatzii. Der Wert von Haaren in der Taxonomie bryophiler 
Pezizales wird diskutiert.
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Introduction
The family Pyronemataceae includes a monophyletic group of obligately bryophilous fungi 
classified to the genera Octospora Hedw., Lamprospora De Not., Neottiella (Cooke) Sacc., 
Octosporopsis U.Lindem. & M.Vega, Octosporella Döbbeler and Filicupula Y.J.Yao & Spooner. 
Due to the species richness in this group, high morphological similarity between individual spe-
cies, many undescribed taxa, „old“ species with no type material available and sometimes un-
clear species boundaries, these fungi are often difficult to identify.
In general, the most important characters for identification are the morphology of the ascospores 
and the link to a certain host bryophyte species or genus (rarely to related genera). Nevertheless, 
the fungi possess additional characters valuable for determination. One of the most conspicuous 
ones, which may be detected by the naked eye, is hairs. Thick-walled, hyaline hairs (sometimes 
called setae; e.g. Döbbeler 2011, Döbbeler et al. 2018, Egertová et al. 2018a) occur in several 




