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New records of Fissidens jansenii Sérgio & Pursell 
(Fissidentaceae, Bryophyta) from the Iberian Peninsula

Andrés Mellado-Díaz, Juan Guerra* & María J. Cano

Abstract: Mellado-Díaz, A., Guerra, J. & Cano, M. J. 2023. New records of Fissidens jansenii Sérgio & Pursell 
(Fissidentaceae, Bryophyta) from the Iberian Peninsula. ‒ Herzogia 36: 279 –282.
Fissidens jansenii Sérgio & Pursell is reported new to Spain on the basis of six specimens from the northern half of 
the Iberian Peninsula; its ecological behaviour is described and some fundamental characters for its identification are 
confirmed.

Zusammenfassung: Mellado-Díaz, A., Guerra, J. & Cano, M. J. 2023. Neue Nachweise von Fissidens jansenii 
Sérgio & Pursell (Fissidentaceae, Bryophyta) von der Iberischen Halbinsel. ‒ Herzogia 36: 279 –282.
Fissidens jansenii Sérgio & Pursell wird anhand von sechs Belegen aus der nördlichen Hälfte der Iberischen Halbinsel 
als neu für Spanien gemeldet. Das ökologische Verhalten der Art wird beschrieben und einige grundlegende Merkmale 
für die Identifizierung der Art werden bestätigt.
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Introduction
The genus Fissidens Schimp. is represented in the Iberian Peninsula by 23 species (Guerra 
& Ederra 2015). The two most recent additions to the flora of this territory are Fissidens 
jansenii Sérgio & Pursell (Sérgio & Pursell 2001) a hydrophilous-rheophilous species, and 
Fissidens eremicus J.Guerra & J.A.Jiménez (Guerra et al. 2021), a terricolous taxon. Both 
species belong to subgenus Fissidens. Fissidens jansenii was described from a single locality 
in Portugal (Beira Alta, Poço do Inferno, Serra da Estrela), and recently it was reported from 
four new localities in France (plateau de Millevaches) by Hugonnot & Chavoutier (2020). 
Fissidens eremicus has a wide distribution in southeastern Spain, southern Portugal and north-
ern Africa.
Although Pursell & Bruggeman-Nannenga (2004) indicate that the perichaetial leaves of 
F. jansenii are typical of section Amblyothallia Müll.Hal. in subgenus Pachyfissidens (Müll.
Hal.) Broth., this taxon is a diminutive species belonging to section Fissidens subgenus Fissi­
dens (Pursell & Bruggeman-Nannenga 2004) (=section Pachylomidium Müll.Hal., sensu 
Bruggeman-Nannenga 1985, Hugonnot & Chavoutier 2020). The species in this section 
are perhaps the most difficult to identify, as there are few stable characters and consider-
able variation within a given species (Pursell 2007). Fissidens jansenii belongs to a group 
of aquatic taxa that include the Asian F. geppii M.Fleisch., the American F. appalachensis 
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