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Abstract: Knudsen, K., Kocourková, J., Peksa, O., Beck, A., Velmala, S. & Wirth, V. 2024 Three poorly known 
Acarosporaceae of Central Europe: new reports from Czech Republic, Germany, and Italy. – Herzogia 37: 5 –15.
Acarospora monacensis is revised and recovered from synonymy with Acarospora fuscata. It is reported from the 
Czech Republic and Germany. Acarospora variegata is revised and reported new for northern Italy based on a his-
torical collection. There are no modern collections. Sarcogyne distans (Arnold) K.Knudsen & Kocourk. is described 
from historical German collections and modern collections from Austria and Czech Republic. The taxonomic concept 
hemicryptic hymenial gel reactions to Lugol’s (IKI) is defined. 

Zusammenfassung: Knudsen, K., Kocourková, J., Peksa, O., Beck, A., Velmala, S. & Wirth, V. 2024. Drei we-
nig bekannte Acarosporaceae aus Mitteleuropa: neue Fundmeldungen aus der Tschechischen Republik, Deutschland 
und Italien. – Herzogia 37: 5 –15.
Acarospora monacensis wird revidiert und die Synonymie mit Acarospora fuscata verworfen. Sie wird aus der 
Tschechischen Republik und Deutschland bestätigt. Acarospora variegata wird revidiert und auf der Basis eines 
historischen Beleges als neu für Nord-Italien gemeldet. Es gibt keine Funde der Art aus neuerer Zeit. Sarcogyne 
distans (Arnold) K.Knudsen & Kocourk. wird auf der Basis historischer Belege aus Deutschland und neuerer 
Aufsammlungen aus Österreich und der Tschechischen Republik beschrieben. Das taxonomische Konzept der hemi-
kryptischen Reaktion der Hymenialgallerte auf Lugol’sche Lösung (IKI) wird definiert.
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Introduction
Approximately 1,750 species of lichens have been recognized in the Czech Republic (Malíček 
et al. 2023). Approximately 100 species (6 %) are known only from historical collections and 
considered possibly extinct. Among many causes, saxicolous lichens have lost their habitat 
due to mining operations, agriculture removing rocks and outcrops, dark managed forests, 
and overall urbanization, for instance, highways and growth of village areas into towns and 
expansion of cities (Chytrý et al. 2019, Malíček et al. 2023). And now, due to climate change 
and drought, frequent fires. Czech Republic is typical of what is happening throughout Europe 
(Tsiripides et al. 2016).
Some Acarosporaceae in Europe may actually be extinct, for instance A. argillacea (Arnold) 
Hue, A. erythrocarpa (Malbr.) Hue, and A. tongletii Hue (Magnusson 1929, Roux et al. 2014). 
Other species suffer from the obscurity of synonymy and are actually frequent: Acarospora fusca 
B.de Lesd. and A. intermedia H.Magn. (Magnusson 1929, Clauzade & Roux 1981, Knudsen 
& Kocourková 2020a, Knudsen et al. 2021, Suija et al. 2021, Stordeur et al. 2023).


