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Contribution to the flora of lichens and lichenicolous fungi 
from Curaçao, with a new species in Polymeridium 
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Abstract: van den Boom, P. P. G., Sipman, H. & Ertz, D. 2024. Contribution to the flora of lichens and lichenicolous 
fungi from Curaçao, with a new species in Polymeridium. – Herzogia 37: 16 –24.
Few lichens have been recorded from the Caribbean island of Curaçao. A first list from Curaçao is presented, with 
79 taxa of lichens and lichenicolous fungi. It is mainly based on new records from collections made by the authors 
in 2013 and 2018, on few previously published records and some herbarium specimens. Polymeridium pusillum is 
described as new to science and notes on the overlooked Ramalina microphylla are provided. 

Zusammenfassung: van den Boom, P. P. G., Sipman, H. & Ertz, D. 2024. Beitrag zur Flora der Flechten und flech-
tenbewohnenden Pilze von Curaçao, mit einer neuen Polymeridium-Art. – Herzogia 37: 16 –24.
Von der Karibikinsel Curaçao wurden in der Vergangenheit nur sehr wenige Flechtenarten nachgewiesen. Eine erste 
Liste aus Curaçao wird vorgestellt, mit 79 Taxa von Flechten und lichenikolen Pilzen. Sie stützt sich hauptsächlich 
auf neue Nachweise aus Sammlungen der Autoren aus den Jahren 2013 und 2018, auf wenige bereits publizierte 
Aufzeichnungen und einige Herbarbelege. Polymeridium pusillum wird als neu für die Wissenschaft beschrieben und 
es werden Hinweise auf die übersehene Ramalina microphylla gegeben.
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Introduction
Curaçao is a tropical island in the southern Caribbean. It lies between 12°02' and 12°24'N, 
and between 68°44' and 69°10'W. Like two further islands off the coast of Venezuela, Aruba 
and Bonaire, it was formerly part of the Netherlands Antilles and is now officially called the 
Country of Curaçao. It includes the main island of Curaçao and the much smaller, uninhabit-
ed island of Klein Curaçao (“Little Curaçao”). Curaçao is densely populated with an area of 
444 km2 and some 158,665 inhabitants, its capital is Willemstad. 
The island has a hot, semi-arid climate (Köppen climate classification BSh) with a dry season 
from January to September and a wet season from October to December. Rainfall is scarce, 
with only 450 mm per year and almost no rain during the dry season. The climate is thus drier 
than in most tropical areas. The temperature is relatively constant throughout the year. The 
coolest month is January with an average temperature of 26.6 °C, the hottest is September with 
an average temperature of 29.1 °C. 
The vegetation is not as lush as one might expect on tropical islands. Guajira-Barranquilla 
xeric scrub is the most notable, with various forms of cacti, thorny shrubs, and watapana trees 
(Libidibia coriaria, often deformed by the continuous winds and called divi-divi). The cacti 
include Melocactus and Opuntia species such as Opuntia stricta (Wikipedia source, 2022)




