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Trimmatothelopsis wirthii, a new combination

Kerry Knudsen & Jana Kocourková

Abstract: Knudsen, K. & Kocourková, J. 2024. Trimmatothelopsis wirthii, a new combination. – Herzogia 37: 
165 –167.
We do not recognize the genus Thelocarpella and thus combine T. wirthii to Trimmatothelopsis.

Zusammenfassung: Knudsen, K. & Kocourková, J. 2024. Trimmatothelopsis wirthii, eine Neukombination.  – 
Herzogia 37: 165 –167.
Wir erkennen die Gattung Thelocarpella nicht an und kombinieren daher T. wirthii zu Trimmatothelopsis.
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Trimmatothelopsis wirthii (Cl.Roux) K.Knudsen & Kocourk., comb. nov.
Mycobank no.: 851336	 Fig. 1
≡ Thelocarpella wirthii Cl.Roux, Bull. Soc. linn. Provence 72: 38 (2021).
Type. France, massif des Vosges, département du Haut–Rhin, Rossberg, Vogelsteine (rochers des oiseaux), alt. 
1060 m, sur une face verticale d’un rocher d’andésite, 27 Aug. 2020, V. Wirth, herb. Cl. Roux (holotype, n.v., iso-
type, SNMS-Stu, isotype!).

Discussion. We recently published with our co-authors a new study of Trimmatothelopsis, a monophy-
letic genus in the Acarosporaceae (Knudsen et al. 2023). Besides describing three new species from 
western North America we discussed Thelocarpella wirthii Roux (Roux 2021). We do not recognize the 
genus Thelocarpella Nav.-Ros. & Cl.Roux or the interpretation of its two species as perithecial lichens. 
We had already synonymized the genus with Trimmatothelopsis in Knudsen & Lendemer (2016). The 
species Trimmatothelopsis wirthii and Trimmatothelopsis gordensis (Nav.-Ros. & Cl.Roux) K.Knudsen 
& Lendemer are species in the monophyletic Trimmatothelopsis clade and sister to T. novomexica-
na K.Knudsen, Kocourk. & Hodková (Navarro-Rosinés et al. 1999, Knudsen & Lendemer 2016, 
Knudsen et al. 2023). We recently discovered that the concept of Thelocarpella having ostiole filaments 
in perithecia was based on a misunderstanding of the pycnidia as perithecia (Knudsen et al. 2023, see 
notes on T. novomexicana and Fig 4, j.). Ostiole filaments do not occur in the apothecia of the genus 
Trimmatothelopsis. Unfortunately, by accident we made an invalid combination of Thelocarpella wirthii, 
a mistake we correct in this short communication making a valid combination (Knudsen et al. 2023).
Trimmatothelopsis wirthii is named for the German lichenologist Volkmar Wirth who collected the 
holotype in France growing on a vertical wall of alkaline andesite. The species is distinguished in the 
genus by having white to brown squamules round to elongate and up to 9 × 7 mm. It is rare and only 
known from the type collection. We present a diagnostic description of T. wirthii for easy identification 
because the original description is densely confusing for a non-specialist as the species is described as 
a perithecial lichen (Roux 2021). For discussion of the combination see Knudsen et al. (2023), inclu-
ding a key to the genus. For a discussion of the history of the genus Trimmatothelopsis see Knudsen 
et al. (2021). For description of Trimmatothelopsis wirthii in Esperanto and French described as a 
perithecial lichen see Roux (2021).




