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Validation of the subfamily name Cladonioideae and clarifica-
tion of the name Peltigeroideae

H. Thorsten Lumbsch & Steven D. Leavitt

Abstract: Lumbsch, H. T. & Leavitt, S. D. 2025. Validation of the subfamily name Cladonioideae and clarification 
of the name Peltigeroideae. – Herzogia 38: 156 – 157.
The subfamily name Cladonioideae is validated, and the authorities for the name Peltigeroideae Clem. & Shear are 
clarified.

Zusammenfassung: Lumbsch, H. T. & Leavitt, S. D. 2025. Validierung des Unterfamiliennamens Cladonioideae and 
Klarstellung zum Namen Peltigeroideae. – Herzogia 38: 156 – 157.
Der Name der Unterfamilie Cladonioideae wird validiert und die Autorenschaft von Peltigeroideae Clem. & Shear 
klargestellt.
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Introduction
We previously validated the names of subfamilies for the previously accepted families 
Lobariaceae, Nephromataceae, Squamarinaceae, and Stereocaulaceae based on a revised clas-
sification of orders and families in the subclasses Lecanoromycetidae and Ostropomycetidae 
in Lecanoromycetes (Kraichak et al. 2018, Lumbsch & Leavitt 2019). At that time, we as-
sumed that with the description of these subfamilies, Cladonioideae would become an avail-
able name for Cladoniaceae s.str. (i.e., excluding Squamarinoideae and Stereocauloideae) and 
Peltigeroideae for Peltigeraceae s.str. (i.e., excluding Lobarioideae and Nephromatoideae). 
However, as Dr. James Mitchell pointed out to us, autonyms are only generated for subdivisions 
of genera and infraspecific taxa; they do not exist above the genus (Turland et al. 2018). As 
such, “Cladonioideae” was a nomen nudum and not available for use, whereas Peltigeroideae 
Clem. & Shear has been published (as “Peltigerae” but indicated as a subfamily) (Clements & 
Shear 1931). Hence, we below validate the former name to make it available for use.

Taxonomy
Cladoniaceae Zenker, in Goebel & Kunze, Pharmac. Waarenk. 1(3): 124 (1827).
Cladonioideae Lumbsch & S.D.Leav., stat. nov. 
MycoBank No. MB 858621
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