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Abstract: Zechmeister, H. G. & Kropik, M. 2025. Crossidium crassinervium (De Not.) Jur. – a first record for 
Austria. – Herzogia 38: 176 –178.
In March 2025, we recorded Crossidium crassinervium (De Not.) Jur. on the Braunsberg (Lower Austria), a species 
previously unreported in Austria. It was found on a southwest-facing, vertical slope composed of calcareous sandy 
clay. In this article, we describe the locality and morphological characters of the species. Due to its presumed rarity 
and the threat posed by feral domestic sheep at the locality, the species should be considered critically endangered in 
Austria. At the European level, it is classified as “Least Concern”.

Zusammenfassung: Zechmeister, H. G. & Kropik, M. 2025. Crossidium crassinervium (De Not.) Jur. – ein Erstfund 
für Österreich. – Herzogia 38: 176 –178.
Im März 2025 haben wir Crossidium crassinervium (De Not.) Jur. am Braunsberg (Niederösterreich) erstmals für 
Österreich nachgewiesen. Die Art wuchs an einer südwestexponierten, senkrechten Böschung aus kalkreichem, san-
dig-lehmigem Substrat. In dieser Arbeit beschreiben wir den Fundort sowie die morphologischen Merkmale der Art. 
Aufgrund der vermuteten Seltenheit und der Störungen durch verwilderte Hausschafe am Fundort sollte die Art in 
Österreich als stark gefährdet betrachtet werden. Auf europäischer Ebene wird ihre Gefährdung als „Least Concern“ 
eingestuft.
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Introduction
The Braunsberg near Hainburg an der Donau is part of the Hainburg Mountains (Hainburger 
Berge) which are the easternmost foothills of the Alps and form the transition to the Little 
Carpathians. The Braunsberg is geologically made up of three layers, the western part consist-
ing of Middle-Triassic limestones and dolomites, the central part of Permo-Scythian quartzites 
and the eastern part of mica- and biote-schists (Fuchs et al. 1985). The Braunsberg is situated 
in the Pannonian climate region with mild winters and hot, dry summers. The nearest weather 
station reported an average annual temperature of approximately 13 °C and a total annual pre-
cipitation of about 550 mm (Geosphere Austria 2025). Due to its unique climate and varied 
geology, the Hainburg Mountains harbour exceptionally high biodiversity, including several 
species found nowhere else in Austria. As such, the area is part of the Natura 2000 network and 
has been the focus of numerous biological studies.
The discovery of Crossidium crassinervium was made on 28 March 2025. The nomenclature 
of bryophytes used in this article follows Hodgetts et al. (2020).
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