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A lichenicolous species of Pleospora (Ascomycota) and a key to 
the fungi invading Physcia species

Josef Hafellner & Erich Zimmermann

Abstract: Hafellner, J. & Zimmermann, E. 2012. A lichenicolous species of Pleospora (Ascomycota) and a key to 
the fungi invading Physcia species. – Herzogia 25: 47–59.
The new combination Pleospora physciae (Brackel) Hafellner & E.Zimm. (bas. Merismatium physciae Brackel 2010) 
is introduced. An emended description is given and the species, which is a pathogen on various epiphytic Physcia spe-
cies is newly reported for the mycoflora of Austria, Slovenia and Switzerland. Two further nomenclatural novelties are 
proposed, the new name Pleospora tretiachii Hafellner (bas. Pleospora aquatica Tretiach & Nimis 1999 non Griffiths 
1899) and the new combination Lichenochora physciicola (Ihlen & R.Sant.) Hafellner (bas. Telogalla physciicola 
Ihlen & R.Sant.). A key to the lichenicolous fungi occurring on Physcia species is provided.

Zusammenfassung: Hafellner, J. & Zimmermann, E. 2012. Eine lichenicole Pleospora-Art (Ascomycota) und ein 
Bestimmungsschlüssel für die Pilze, die Physcia-Arten befallen. – Herzogia 25: 47–59.
Die neue Kombination Pleospora physciae (Brackel) Hafellner & E.Zimm. (Bas. Merismatium physciae 
Brackel 2010) wird eingeführt. Für die Art, die pathogen auf verschiedenen epiphytischen Physcia-Arten 
wächst und erstmals für die Mykoflora von Österreich, Slowenien und der Schweiz nachgewiesen wird, kann 
eine verbesserte Beschreibung vorgelegt werden. Außerdem werden zwei weitere nomenklatorische Neuheiten 
vorgeschlagen, der neue Name Pleospora tretiachii Hafellner (Bas. Pleospora aquatica Tretiach & Nimis 1999 
non Griffiths 1899) und die neue Kombination Lichenochora physciicola (Ihlen & R.Sant.) Hafellner (Bas. 
Telogalla physciicola Ihlen & R.Sant.). Ein Bestimmungsschlüssel für die lichenicolen Pilze, die auf Physcia-
Arten vorkommen, ist angefügt.
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Introduction
Pleospora is a well known genus of bitunicate ascomycetes, for which already Wehmeyer 
(1961) had offered a world monograph. It is very rich in species with most of them develop-
ing on vascular plants. There are only a few Pleospora species that have been reported as 
living obligately on lichens. The majority of them are now treated in other genera, such as 
Dacampia, Leptosphaerulina, Merismatium, Norrlinia and Protothelenella (Crivelli 1983, 
Henssen 1995, Riedl 1969, Theissen & Sydow 1918, Mayrhofer 1987). For some of these 
species, the taxonomic position is so far unsettled (e.g. Pleospora collematum Zukal, P. cro-
zalsii Vouaux).

We study here a lichenicolous fungus, recently described as Merismatium physciae Brackel 
(Brackel 2010), and bring strong arguments that the original placement is wrong and for a 
transfer of this species to Pleospora.


