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Moerckia hibernica (Marchantiophyta) in anthropogenic 
habitats in southern Poland

Adam Stebel & Agnieszka Błońska

Abstract: Stebel, A. & Błońska, A. 2012. Moerckia hibernica (Marchantiophyta) in anthropogenic habitats in 
southern Poland. – Herzogia 25: 113 –117.
In August 2011, Moerckia hibernica was found in Silesian Upland in southern Poland. It is the first record in anthro-
pogenic habitats in Poland for this liverwort, which is otherwise very rare there. This paper presents details of these 
localities.

Zusammenfassung: Stebel, A. & Błońska, A. 2012. Moerckia hibernica (Marchantiophyta) auf anthropogenen 
Standorten im südlichen Polen. – Herzogia 25: 113 –117.
Im August 2011 wurde Moerckia hibernica im Schlesischen Hochland im südlichen Polen gefunden. Es ist der erste 
Fund dieses seltenen Lebermooses auf einem anthropogenen Standort. Der Artikel stellt die Details des Vorkommens 
vor.
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Introduction
Moerckia hibernica (Hook.) Gottsche is an Eurosiberian-North American species (Düll & 
Meinunger 1989). In Poland it is a very rare species and till this time (from the present 
area of the country) it has been reported from only some localities (Szweykowski 1958). 
In the past several years it was found only few times in the Gorce Mountains in the Western 
Carpathians (Mierzeńska 1994) and Dolina Żabnika Nature Reserve in Silesian Upland 
(Żarnowiec et al. 1995). Because of its rarity, it was placed on ‘Red-list of liverworts in 
Poland’ in category E (endangered) (Klama 2006). Since 2004 it has been a strictly protected 
plant in Poland (Regulation of the Minister of the Environment of 9 July 2004 and 5 January 
2012). Also in neighboring countries it is treated as an endangered species, for example in 
Germany (Meinunger & Schröder 2007), the Czech Republic – category CR (critically 
endangered, Kučera & Váňa 2005) and Slovakia – category VU (vulnerable, Kubinská et 
al. 2001). The purpose of this paper is to provide information about the new localities of this 
species in Poland. 

Moerckia hibernica still creates taxonomic problems due to its similarity to M. flotoviana 
(Nees) Schiffn. Since 1959 these species have been recognized as one species, M. hibernica 
(De Sloover 1959). Crandall-Stotler & Stotler (2007) restored them as two separate 
species. Thus, the distribution of M. hibernica s.str. is still unknown in details.


