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Annotated checklist of the lichens of Pakistan, with reports of 
new records

André Aptroot & Syed Hussain Iqbal

Abstract: Aptroot, A. & Iqbal, S. H. 2012. Annotated checklist of the lichens of Pakistan, with reports of new 
records. – Herzogia 25: 211–229.
A first checklist of lichens from Pakistan is presented. The species list is annotated with synonymy, literature refer-
ences and specimens. Eighty-six lichen species, mostly collected by the second author, are reported for the first time 
from the country. The total number of lichen species known from Pakistan is currently 368.

Zusammenfassung: Aptroot, A. & Iqbal, S. H. 2012. Kommentierte Checkliste der Flechten von Pakistan (mit 
Angaben zu Neufunden). – Herzogia 25: 211–229.
Eine erste Checkliste der Flechten Pakistans wird vorgelegt. Die Artenliste ist mit Angaben zur Synonymie, 
Literaturquellen und Herbarbelegen versehen. 86 Flechtenarten, die zumeist vom Zweitautor gesammelt wurden, 
werden erstmals für das Land publiziert. Die Gesamtzahl der aus Pakistan bekannten Flechtenarten beläuft sich ge-
genwärtig auf 368.
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Introduction
Pakistan is a country with very different vegetation zones (Collinson 1977), with high moun-
tains in the north (Hindukush, Himalayas, Karakorum), the subtropical Indus valley (domina-
ted by arable land), deserts in Balochistan and Thar Desert in the east. Consequently, the lichen 
flora is probably very varied. However, the lichen flora of Pakistan is so far largely unknown. 
This is the first checklist of the lichens of this country, although once a lichen checklist was 
published for the entire Indian subcontinent inclusive of Pakistan and Bangladesh, without dif-
ferentiating between the countries (Awasthi 1965). Recently, a comprehensive contribution to 
the lichen diversity of India was published by Singh & Sinha (2010), also containing some 
records from Pakistan. Recent checklists occur for the neighbouring countries Iran (Sohrabi et 
al. 2010) and Bangladesh (Aptroot & Iqbal 2011). The present checklist cites all published 
literature reports of lichens from Pakistan; specimens, which were included in the published 
literature and have been deposited in SHI, were checked. The examination of these specimens 
sometimes led to a different identification and thus to a re-evaluation of literature reports, 
which were based on this and other materials. Some additional records based on material ex-
amined in SHI are added, as well as comments on various species. In addition, 86 lichens are 
listed which are reported for the first time from the country. These do not include the species 
that were previously reported with another identification. Many representative specimens are 
photographed and the illustrations are placed on the website http://www.tropicallichens.com.


