
Herzogia 25 (2), 2012: 271–285 271

A contribution to the knowledge of the bryophyte flora
of the mountains of North Pakistan

(Autonomous Region of Gilgit-Baltistan) 

Johann Peter Gruber & Thomas Peer

Abstract: Gruber, J. P. & Peer, T. 2012. A contribution to the knowledge of the bryophyte flora of the mountains of 
North Pakistan (Autonomous Region of Gilgit-Baltistan). – Herzogia 25: 271–285.
This paper provides an annotated list of a collection of bryophytes found in the mountain area of North Pakistan. It 
is based on a total of 161 specimens (151 of mosses and 10 of liverworts), covering 76 species and 22 families. The 
plants were collected from selected sites over two field excursions in 1998 and 1999. The list represents about a fifth 
of the known Pakistani bryoflora. Four species on the list are recorded as new for Pakistan, three of these were already 
published in previous papers.

Zusammenfassung: Gruber, J. P. & Peer, T. 2012. Ein Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Moosflora in der Gebirgsregion von 
Nordpakistan (Autonome Region Gilgit-Baltistan). – Herzogia 25: 271–285.
Die Arbeit liefert eine kommentierte Liste einer Aufsammlung von Moosen aus der Gebirgsregion von Nord-Pakistan. 
Während zweier Geländeaufenthalte in den Jahren 1998 und 1999 wurden 161 Belege – 151 Laubmoose und 10 
Lebermoose – aus verschiedenen Gegenden gesammelt. Insgesamt werden 76 Arten aus 22 Familien dokumentiert. 
Das ist etwa ein Fünftel der bisher bekannten Moosflora von Pakistan; 4 Arten der Liste sind neu für Pakistan, davon 
wurden bereits 3 in früheren Arbeiten publiziert.
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Introduction
Previous studies on the bryoflora of Pakistan are rather sparse, even though the literature 
extends back to the end of the 19th century (Brotherus 1898, Duthie 1898, Dixon 1926, 
1929, 1930, 1942, Blatter & Fernandez 1929, Herzog 1938, Størmer 1954, Bartram 
1955, Ashgar 1957, Noguchi 1959, 1964, Froehlich 1964, Robinson 1965, Karczmarz 
1980). More recently, in the 1990s, mainly Japanese scientists dealt with the Bryoflora of 
Pakistan (e. g. Higuchi 1992, Inoue 1992, Inoue et al. 1993, Nishimura & Higuchi 1993, 
1994, Nishimura et al.1993a, Nishimura et al. 1993b). Townsend (1993, 1994) presents new 
records of Pakistani bryophytes; the former paper also including a literature survey. Furuki 
et al. (1993) and Mizutani et al. (1994) focus on Pakistani Hepaticae, Hasegawa (1993) on 
Anthocerotae. Higuchi & Nishimura (2003) list the species of the Pakistani mosses covered 
by the literature up to 2001.
The present study of bryophytes was undertaken as part of a larger project undertaken in 
1998 and 1999 to examine the wider flora of the “Highland Steppes in the Hindu Kush and 
Karakoram mountain ranges”. Within this project [organised by one of us – TP], a total of 


