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Miscellaneous records of lichenicolous fungi 
from the Italian Alps

Wolfgang von Brackel

Abstract: Brackel, W. v. 2013. Miscellaneous records of lichenicolous fungi from the Italian Alps. – Herzogia 26: 
141–157.
A commented list of 69 lichenicolous fungi from the central and eastern part of the Italian Alps is presented; 14 of them 
are recorded as new to Italy. The new species Pronectria pedemontana, growing on Collema auriforme, is described.

Zusammenfassung: Brackel, W. v. 2013. Einige Nachweise von flechtenbewohnenden Pilzen aus den italienischen 
Alpen. – Herzogia 26: 141–157.
Eine kommentierte Liste von 69 flechtenbewohnenden Pilzen aus dem mittleren und östlichen Teil der italienischen 
Alpen wird vorgestellt, von denen 14 erstmals für Italien erwähnt werden. Die neue, auf Collema auriforme wach-
sende Art Pronectria pedemontana wird beschrieben.
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Introduction
In the second half of the 19th century lichenicolous fungi of the Italian Alps were explored with 
great emphasis by M. Anzi, F. Baglietto, A. Carestia, A. Massalongo and others. F. Arnold and 
E. Kernstock contributed studies from Southern Tyrol, now part of Italy. It was not until the end 
of the 20th century that the research started again, for instance with studies of J. Hafellner and M. 
Tretiach. This paper is part of a series of contributions to the flora of lichenicolous fungi in Italy.

Material and Methods
The specimens were studied macroscopically with a Zeiss stereo microscope at magnifica-
tions up to ×40 and microscopically with an Olympus BX 51 microscope. Measurements 
were taken on thin hand-cut sections mounted in water. Statistical measurements are indicated 
as (minimum–) X – σx – X + σx  (–maximum) followed by the number of measurements; the 
length/breadth ratio of ascospores and conidia is indicated as l/b and given in the same way. 
For identification and staining, the standard reagents 10 % KOH, Steiner’s solution, lactic 
acid, Lugol’s solution, and cotton blue were used. If not otherwise indicated the specimens 
are deposited in the private herbarium of the author at the Institut für Vegetationskunde und 
Landschaftsökologie (hb ivl), the type specimen of the new taxon in M. All specimens were 
investigated microscopically, but from very common species (e.g. Lichenoconium erodens) 
not all specimens were kept in the herbarium. All political entities down from the regions are 
consequently written in the Italian notation.


