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Candelariella biatorina new to Asia from 
the Russian Far East

Lidia Yakovchenko, Teuvo Ahti & Martin Westberg 

Abstract: Yakovchenko, L., Ahti, T. & Westberg, M. 2013. Candelariella biatorina new to Asia from the Russian 
Far East. – Herzogia 26: 207–212. 
Candelariella biatorina (Candelariaceae, lichenized Ascomycetes), until now only known from western North 
America, is reported from the Sakha Republic (Yakutia) and the Magadan Region in the Russian Far East. A morpho-
logical description based on the Russian material is provided.

Zusammenfassung: Yakovchenko, L., Ahti, T. & Westberg, M. 2013. Candelariella biatorina neu für Asien aus 
dem russischen Fernosten. – Herzogia 26: 207–212. 
Candelariella biatorina (Candelariaceae, lichenisierte Ascomycetes), bis jetzt nur aus dem westlichen Nordamerika 
bekannt, wird von der Republik Sacha (Jakutien) und der Magadan Region im russischen Fernosten berichtet. Eine 
morphologische Beschreibung wird aufgrund des russischen Materials vorgenommen. 
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Introduction
The knowledge of the lichen family Candelariaceae in Russia is rather poor. A revision of 
the family in the U.S.S.R. was made over 40 years ago for the Handbook of the lichens of 
the U.S.S.R. by Makarevich (1971) and Rassadina (1971). In that publication Candelaria 
and Candelariella were placed in different families, the Parmeliaceae and Lecanoraceae, re-
spectively, and the treatment included only 12 species of Candelariella. Since that time new 
knowledge on the family in Russia has been published in regional floristic lists, which were 
combined by Urbanavichus (2010) in a checklist of the lichen flora of Russia. For the former 
Soviet Union the treatment of Candelariella, including 18 species, was made only for the ter-
ritory of southern Ukraine by Khodosovtsev (2005). There is, however, no modern treatment 
of the group in Russia. At the moment 24 species are known (Urbanavichus 2010) and ac-
cording to preliminary, unpublished data of G. P. Urbanavichus, J. Vondrák, M. Westberg and 
L. Yakovchenko this number will increase by possibly as many as eight taxa. Here we present 
an especially interesting find of a Candelariella with biatorine apothecia, collected during 
field work in the Magadan Region of the Russian Far East and later found in the Helsinki her-
barium in collections made by the second author in Yakutia. Microscopical studies confirmed 
that it belongs to Candelariella biatorina M.Westb., which was described a few years ago from 
western North America and has so far not been reported from any new localities outside this 
region. 


