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A taxonomic assessment of Racomitrium steerei (Grimmiaceae, 
Musci) from Venezuela

Halina Bednarek-Ochyra

Abstract: Bednarek-Ochyra, H. 2014. A taxonomic assessment of Racomitrium steerei (Grimmiaceae, Musci) 
from Venezuela. − Herzogia 27: 141−146.
Racomitrium steerei from the northern Andes of Venezuela is taxonomically assessed and some diagnostic traits of 
the type material are illustrated. An investigation of the type material revealed that this species is inseparable from 
Bucklandiella lamprocarpa, a south-pan-temperate species which extends into the Neotropics along the Andean chain. 
Diversity of the Grimmiaceae subfam. Racomitrioideae in northern South America is briefly outlined. 

Zusammenfassung: Bednarek-Ochyra, H. 2014. Eine taxonomische Bewertung von Racomitrium steerei 
(Grimmiaceae, Musci) aus Venezuela − Herzogia 27: 141−146.
Racomitrium steerei, beschrieben aus den nördlichen Anden in Venezuela, wird taxonomisch bewertet und einige 
der diagnostisch wichtigen Merkmale des Typusmaterials werden illustriert. Die Untersuchung des Typusmaterials 
hat ergeben, dass die Sippe von der südlich-temperat verbreiteten und entlang der Andenkette bis in der Neotropis 
vorkommenden Sippe Bucklandiella lamprocarpa, nicht trennbar ist. Die Diversität der Unterfamilie Racomitrioideae 
der Grimmiaceae im nördlichen Südamerika wird kurz umrissen. 

Key words: Andes, Bryophyta, Bucklandiella, phytogeography, rheophytes, South America, taxonomy.

Introduction
The subfamily Racomitrioideae of the Grimmiaceae is well represented in the three Andean 
countries of northern South America, including Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela. Members 
of three genera, Racomitrium Brid., Codriophorus P.Beauv. and Bucklandiella Roiv., are 
known in this region, the last two being segregates of the broadly understood Racomitrium 
(Ochyra et al. 2003). They occur at high elevations, usually above 3000 m, and only seldom 
do they descend to 1150−1500 m (Churchill et al. 2000). The real number of species of 
this subfamily in northern South America cannot be precisely established because the ge-
nus Bucklandiella still has not been taxonomically revised in this region, except for a treat-
ment of Racomitrium s. l. in an unpublished doctoral thesis of Larraín (2012). In contrast, 
Racomitrium s. str. is represented in the region by one species, R. lanuginosum (Hedw.) Brid., 
like elsewhere in the tropics (Vitt & Marsh 1988), and Codriophorus by two species, namely 
C. mollis (Cardot) Bednarek-Ochyra & Ochyra and C. dichelymoides (Herzog) Bednarek-
Ochyra & Ochyra (Bednarek-Ochyra 2006). The latter was transferred to Bucklandiella on 
morphological grounds (Bednarek-Ochyra & Ochyra 2011), but subsequent unpublished 
molecular data confirmed that it should be nested in Codriophorus.
No fewer than five species of Bucklandiella are currently known to occur in the northern 
Andes. Three of these occur in all of the northern Andean countries, including B. crispipila 




