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The importance of old deciduous trees and wooden fences for 
lichen diversity – an example from the Teichalm area 

(Eastern Alps)

Peter Othmar Bilovitz

Abstract: Bilovitz, P. O. 2014. The importance of old deciduous trees and wooden fences for lichen diversity – an 
example from the Teichalm area (Eastern Alps). – Herzogia 27: 199 –204.
The investigation of the epiphytic lichen diversity on four neighbouring old, isolated deciduous trees and a wooden 
fence in the Teichalm area yielded 74 lichen taxa and 4 lichenicolous fungi. Anaptychia ciliaris, Cyphelium notarisii, 
Ramalina fastigiata and R. fraxinea are remarkable records. The usually sterile lichen Thelomma ocellatum was rich 
in fertile thalli. The known lichen diversity of the Teichalm-Sommeralm region increases from 87 to 122 taxa.

Zusammenfassung: Bilovitz, P. O. 2014. Die Bedeutsamkeit alter Laubbäume und Holzzäune für die 
Flechtendiversität – ein Beispiel aus dem Teichalmgebiet (Ostalpen). – Herzogia 27: 199 –204.
Die Erhebung der epiphytischen Flechtendiversität an vier benachbarten alten, frei stehenden Laubbäumen sowie an 
einem Weidezaun im Teichalmgebiet ergab 74 Flechtentaxa und 4 lichenicole Pilze. Anaptychia ciliaris, Cyphelium 
notarisii, Ramalina fastigiata und R. fraxinea sind bemerkenswerte Funde. Die meist sterile Flechte Thelomma 
ocellatum konnte reichlich fruchtend nachgewiesen werden. Die bislang bekannte Flechtendiversität der Teichalm-
Sommeralm-Region erhöht sich von 87 auf 122 Taxa.
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Introduction
The area of the Teichalm is situated about 30 km north of Graz, the capital city of the Austrian 
province Styria. The Teichalm and the adjacent Sommeralm represent the largest “seasonal 
mountain pasture” in Austria and both are part of the Nature Park “Almenland”. The Teichalm-
Sommeralm region is a 9 km long high valley, which runs from east to west at 1170 to c. 1500 
m altitude. According to Lieb (1991), it is part of the Grazer Bergland. The area shows a great 
variety of rock types, siliceous as well as calcareous; Lieb (1990) gives a general survey of the 
geology and geomorphology of the Teichalm. According to Lazar (1990: 17), the climate can 
be characterized as winter-cold and summer-cool, with a distinct maximum of precipitation in 
summer due to frequent thunderstorms; the average precipitation amounts to 1100 to1130 mm 
per year. Lieb & Zimmermann (1990) describe the history of land use, which lasts already 
over centuries. To this day the “seasonal mountain pasture” is the most important way of land 
use in the area followed by forestry. There are no natural, but only managed forests mainly 
with spruce and larch, whereas beech and sycamore occur only exceptionally, often as old, iso-
lated trees in pastures. Zimmermann & Maurer (1990) report on the vegetation, Maurer et 
al. (1990) on the flora of the Teichalm-Sommeralm area. Drescher-Schneider (1990) gives 
an account of the forest development during the post-glacial period.




