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Corticolous species of the genus Rinodina (lichenized 
Ascomycetes, Physciaceae) in southern Africa

Helmut Mayrhofer, Walter Obermayer & Wolfgang Wetschnig

Abstract: Mayrhofer, H., Obermayer, W. & Wetschnig, W. 2014. Corticolous species of the genus Rinodina 
(lichenized Ascomycetes, Physciaceae) in southern Africa. – Herzogia 27: 1–12.
Four corticolous species of Rinodina are recorded from southern Africa: Rinodina albocincta, R. australiensis, R. cap-
ensis and R. ficta. Rinodina boleana is regarded as a synonym of R. ficta. A key to the species is provided. Characters, 
distribution and habitats are discussed.

Zusammenfassung: Mayrhofer, H., Obermayer, W. & Wetschnig, W. 2014. Borkenbewohnende Arten der 
Gattung Rinodina (lichenisierte Ascomyceten, Physciaceae) in Südafrika. – Herzogia 27: 1–12.
Vier borkenbewohnende Arten der Gattung Rinodina werden aus Südafrika gemeldet: Rinodina albocincta, R. austra-
liensis, R. capensis und R. ficta. Rinodina boleana wird als Synonym von R. ficta erkannt. Die Arten werden geschlüs­
selt und ihre Merkmale, die Gesamtverbreitung sowie die Lebensräume diskutiert.
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Introduction
The lichen biota of South Africa is still poorly known. Doidge (1950) gave a valuable and 
thorough compilation of the existing knowledge of the region up until 1945, recording more 
than 1150 species. Almborn (1988) subsequently estimated the total number of taxa as ran­
ging from 1500 to 1800. Fifteen saxicolous species of Rinodina from southern Africa were 
treated by Matzer & Mayrhofer (1994, 1996). In this paper, we confirm and treat four 
corticolous species and include one further species reported in literature (R. sophodes) which 
may also occur there. Three species (Rinodina albocincta, R. capensis and R. ficta) have been 
described from South Africa. 

Material and methods
The present study is based on collections from the herbaria GZU, M, PRE and ZT. All samples 
have been identified with routine microscopic techniques. The type specimen of Rinodina al-
bocincta has been examined by TLC according to the methods of White et al. (1985).

The identification and delimitation of Rinodina species depends heavily on their ascospores, in 
particularly on their characteristic apical and median wall thickenings (Poelt & Mayrhofer 
1979, revised compilations by Hafellner et al. 1979, Mayrhofer & Poelt 1979, Mayrhofer 
1982, 1984a, and modified by Matzer & Mayrhofer 1996, Giralt 2001, Sheard & 
Mayrhofer 2002, and Sheard 2010). An important character is the mode of ascospore devel­


