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Interesting and new species for the bryophyte flora of Serbia
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Abstract: Papp, B., Pantović, J., Szurdoki, E. & Sabovljević, M. S. 2014. Interesting and new species for the 
bryophyte flora of Serbia. – Herzogia 27: 221−225.
During extensive field research on cryptogams of Pešter plateau in SW Serbia three species were recorded new to 
the bryophyte flora of Serbia. These are two liverworts and one moss, Riccia canaliculata, Scapania praetervisa and 
Pseudoleskeella rupestris, respectively.

Zusammenfassung: Papp, B., Pantović, J., Szurdoki, E. & Sabovljević, M. S. 2014. Interessante und neue Arten 
für die Moosflora von Serbien. – Herzogia 27: 221−225.
Während umfangreicher Kryptogamenfeldforschung auf der Pešter Hochebene (SW Serbien) wurden drei für die 
Moosflora von Serbien neue Arten nachgewiesen, die Lebermoose Riccia canaliculata und Scapania praetervisa 
sowie das Laubmoos Pseudoleskeella rupestris.
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Introduction
Bryophyte flora investigations in the region of SE Europe were neglected for a long period 
(Sabovljević et al. 2001). State of knowledge on bryophytes is not equal in all countries or 
regions within SE Europe (Sabovljević et al. 2011). The area of the central Balkans remained 
bryologically poorly known. Recently, there is increased field investigation on the bryophytes 
from the region with many new bryophyte taxa recorded. In the last decade intensive bryo-
logical investigations were also conducted in many areas within Serbia, and more than 100 
new records were made for the national bryophyte flora. Sabovljević & Stevanović (1999) 
cited 423 moss species for Serbia, significantly increased in updated checklists (Sabovljević 
et al. 2008: 555 species and Ros et al. 2013: 575). Similarly, Sabovljević (2000) cited 81 
liverwort species and Sabovljević & Natcheva (2006) and Ros et al. (2007) cited 118 and 
120 liverworts, respectively. Many new species for the region as well as new country records 
have been reported in last decade, significantly increasing the bryophyte flora not only for 
some countries, but for the whole Balkan peninsula. However, bryophytes still remain under-
recorded within the region (Sabovljević et al. 2001) and many species even the common ones 
are documented only from one or just a few localities (Sabovljević et al. 2011).
The Balkan peninsula is one of the three south European refuge areas, beside Iberian and 
Apennine peninsulas, and certainly one of the most important centres of biodiversity in Europe 
(Sabovljević 2004). Besides, the area still bears the wildlife worthy of extensive field inves-
tigations and it is famous by the high presence of endemic and relic species of vascular plants 
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