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Seven liverwort species new or confirmed from subantarctic 
Prince Edward Island

Ryszard Ochyra, Jiří Váňa, Valdon R. Smith & Beata Cykowska-Marzencka

Abstract: Ochyra, R., Váňa, J., Smith, V. R. & Cykowska-Marzencka, B. 2014. Seven liverwort species new or 
confirmed from subantarctic Prince Edward Island. − Herzogia 27: 397− 407.
Seven species of liverwort are reported from subantarctic Prince Edward Island in the Prince Edward Islands archipelago. 
Five of these, Hygrolembidium ventrosum, Clasmatocolea rigens, Anastrophyllum auritum, Andrewsianthus marionensis 
and Tylimanthus viridis, are new additions and the occurrence of Marchantia berteroana and Clasmatocolea vermicu-
laris is confirmed for the island’s flora. Global distribution maps for Hygrolembidium ventrosum, Clasmatocolea rigens 
and Tylimanthus viridis are provided. Considering these records, the liverwort flora of the Prince Edward Island now 
totals 42 species and is much richer in the number of species than that of the much larger Îles Kerguelen.

Zusammenfassung: Ochyra, R., Váňa, J., Smith, V. R. & Cykowska-Marzencka, B. 2014. Sieben neue oder 
bestätigte Lebermoose für die subantarktische Prinz-Edward-Insel. − Herzogia 27: 397− 407.
Sieben Lebermoose von der subantarktischen Prinz-Edward-Insel des Prinz-Edward-Archipels werden vorgestellt. 
Fünf davon, Hygrolembidium ventrosum, Clasmatocolea rigens, Anastrophyllum auritum, Andrewsianthus marionen-
sis und Tylimanthus viridis, sind Neufunde und das Vorkommen von Marchantia berteroana und Clasmatocolea ver-
micularis werden für die Inselflora bestätigt. Für Hygrolembidium ventrosum, Clasmatocolea rigens und Tylimanthus 
viridis wird kartographisch die weltweite Verbreitung aufgezeigt. Unter Berücksichtigung dieser Neufunde umfasst 
die Lebermoosflora der Prinz-Edward-Insel nun 42 Arten und ist damit viel artenreicher als die größere Îles Kerguelen.
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Introduction
The subantarctic Prince Edward Island (46°38'S/37°57'E) is a small speck of land in the vast 
Southern Ocean, measuring 10 by 5 km and being 44 sq. km in surface area. It is the smaller is-
land of the Prince Edward Islands archipelago and is situated 22 km NNE of the larger Marion 
Island and about 200 km north of the oceanic Polar Frontal Zone. The remoteness of these 
islands is illustrated by the distance to the nearest land, Îles Crozet, situated 925 km to the 
east, while the nearest continent, Africa, lies 1800 km NNW of the islands. The distance to the 
Antarctic continent is 2300 km. The two islands of the archipelago represent the twin peaks of 
a coalescing shield volcano, rising to peaks of 1230 m and 672 m for Marion Island and Prince 
Edward Island respectively. The oldest dates for the surface rocks at Prince Edward Island are 
of 215,000 years. The climate of the archipelago is oceanic, with no permanent snow and little 
diurnal or seasonal variation and the vegetation is formed of subantarctic tundra and consists 
mainly of mire, bog, fernbrake and fellfield, in which the vegetation is dominated by bryo-
phyte and fern species. Biogeographically, the Prince Edward Islands form part of the South 
Indian Ocean Province which is also called Kerguelen Biogeographical Province.


