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Tortula transcaspica and Stegonia latifolia var. pilifera new to 
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Abstract: Kou, J., Song, S.-S., Feng, C., Yu, C.-Q., Yan, C.-X., Shao X.-M. & Bai, X.-L. 2015. Tortula trans
caspica and Stegonia latifolia var. pilifera new to China. ‒ Herzogia 28: 70 –76.
Two taxa, Tortula transcaspica and Stegonia latifolia var. pilifera (Pottiaceae) are added to the Chinese moss flora. 
Brief morphological descriptions, distributional remarks and photographs of the two species are provided.

Zusammenfassung: Kou, J., Song, S.-S., Feng, C., Yu, C.-Q., Yan, C.-X., Shao X.-M. & Bai, X.-L. 2015. Tortula 
transcaspica und Stegonia latifolia var. pilifera neu für China. ‒ Herzogia 28: 70 –76.
Für die chinesische Moosflora werden zwei neue Sippen, Tortula transcaspica und Stegonia latifolia var. pilifera 
(Pottiaceae) durch kurze morphologische Beschreibungen, Verbreitungsangaben und Abbildungen vorgestellt.
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Introduction
The Pottiaceae is one of the most complex and diverse moss groups because of the consid-
erable morphological variation within this family. Modern treatment of this family started 
with the work of Chen (1941), who recognized six subfamilies. After that Saito (1975) 
and Corley et al. (1981) accepted two and three subfamilies, respectively. Finally, Zander 
(1993) proposed a major revision of the family. He identified seven subfamilies, six tribes, 
76 genera, and approximately 2400 taxa. Now, Werner et al. (2004, 2005) and Kučera et 
al. (2013) used molecular techniques to reconstruct the phylogenetic relationships within the 
family of Pottiaceae, and got some new points. For example, the Timmielloideae should be 
excluded from the Pottiaceae, two robust clades within Trichostomoideae include species of 
Tortella and Weissia, respectively. Besides, there are 36 genera known from China, which can 
be grouped into five subfamilies according to Zander’s system (Li et al. 2001). Since the mid-
dle of last century, Chinese experts and scholars have done much work for the classification 
of the Pottiaceae: Gao (1996) and Li et al. (2001) provide the Pottiaceae flora of China, Bai 
(1997) deeply studied Inner Mongolia Pottiaceae. In the beginning of this century, the Chinese 
Pottiaceae got a lot of attention (Bai 2010, Kou et al. 2011, Wu et al. 2004, Zhao & Cao 
1998). Recently, Kou et al. (2014) worked on the morphology and taxonomy of the leaf papil-
lae and mammillae in the Pottiaceae of China. 

* Corresponding authors


