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New lichen records from Korea, with the description of the
lichenicolous Halecania parasitica
André Aptroot* & Kwang Hee Moon

Abstract: Aptroot, A. & Moon, K. H. 2015. New lichen records from Korea, with the description of the lichenicolous Halecania parasitica. – Herzogia 28: 193 –203.
New lichen records are reported from Korea, mostly from the highest mountain Mount Seorak and surrounding areas.
In total, seventy-five taxa are reported, including eight species that are probably new records for Asia. In addition, the
lichenicolous lichen Halecania parasitica is described as new to science.
Zusammenfassung: Aptroot, A. & Moon, K. H. 2015. Neue Nachweise von Flechten aus Korea einschließlich der
Beschreibung des lichenicolen Pilzes Halecania parasitica. – Herzogia 28: 193 –203.
Neue Nachweise von Flechten aus Korea, hauptsächlich vom höchsten Berg Mount Seorak und umgebenden
Bereichen, werden mitgeteilt. Von den 75 gemeldeten Taxa sind wahrscheinlich acht neu für Asien. Außerdem wird
der lichenicole Pilz Halecania parasitica neu beschrieben.
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Introduction
The lichen exploration of Korea has begun rather recently and has so far concentrated on
macrolichens (e.g. Moon 2013), with fewer studies on microlichens (e.g. Moon & Aptroot
2014). Most species identified so far are Eurasian; fewer are restricted to temperate East Asia.
The relatively few species that have been described as endemic from the country may eventually turn out to be populations of wider distributed species.
This paper mainly reports results of an intensive collecting trip by Kwang Hee Moon, Chorong
Ahn, Hiroyuki Kashiwadani, and André Aptroot in 2014. Very different habitats and substrates
were investigated, including different rock types. This included both coastal sites and the summit area of Mount Seorak (= Mt. Sorak), one of the highest mountains in the country, of which
the macrolichens and some microlichens have been previously studied (Moon 1999). The
south-facing slopes of the mountain are mostly covered by forests, except for some screes, but
parts of the summit region and the north-facing slope are very rocky with dwarf shrubs.
Some species seem to be first reports from Asia; these are discussed and references are given.
It is always difficult to ascertain whether or not a species has been reported from such a
large continent before: In our previous paper (Aptroot & Moon 2014), Catillaria atomarioides, Eopyrenula leucoplaca, Fellhanera subtilis, and Fuscidea austera were erroneously
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