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Lichenicolous fungi from Central Italy with notes on some  
remarkable hepaticolous, algicolous and lichenized fungi

Wolfgang von Brackel

Abstract: Brackel, W. v. 2015. Lichenicolous fungi from Central Italy with notes on some remarkable hepaticolous, 
algicolous and lichenized fungi. – Herzogia 28: 212–281.
A total of 188 sites of lichenological interest were visited during several excursions to Central Italy in the years 2010 
to 2014. The results of this field study with special emphasis on the lichenicolous fungi are presented here. The new 
species Abrothallus teloschistis, Arthonia rangiformicola, Pronectria zhurbenkoi and Trimmatostroma glebarum are 
described and a list of 161 species of lichenicolous fungi, four lichenicolous lichens and 21 undescribed or doubtful 
taxa is provided. Notes on some remarkable non-lichenicolous lichens (e.g. Placidiopsis pseudocinerea and Ramalina 
roesleri), one algicolous and four hepaticolous fungi are added.

Zusammenfassung: Brackel, W. v. 2015. Lichenicole Pilze aus Mittelitalien mit Notizen zu einigen bemerkenswer-
ten lebermoos- und algenbewohnenden Pilzen sowie Flechten. – Herzogia 28: 212–281.
Während mehrerer Exkursionen durch Mittelitalien in den Jahren 2010 bis 2014 wurden 188 lichenologisch inter-
essante Stellen besucht. Die Ergebnisse dieser Geländeerhebungen, mit besonderem Gewicht auf den lichenicolen 
Pilzen, werden hier vorgestellt. Die neuen Arten Abrothallus teloschistis, Arthonia rangiformicola, Pronectria zhur-
benkoi und Trimmatostroma glebarum werden beschrieben und eine Liste von 161 Arten lichenicoler Pilze, vier liche-
nicoler Flechten und 21 unbeschriebener bzw. zweifelhafter Taxa wird vorgestellt. Erwähnt werden weiterhin einige 
bemerkenswerte nicht-lichenicole Flechten (z.B. Placidiopsis pseudocinerea und Ramalina roesleri), ein algicoler 
und vier hepaticole Pilze.
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Introduction
Since the times of the Etruscans, Central Italy saw several high civilisations, the Etruscan 
kingdoms followed by the Roman Republic and Empire, and, after the decline during and fol-
lowing the Migration period, the blooming of the city states during the Renaissance. Central 
Italy is most probably the richest region in historical evidence worldwide. Nevertheless, espe-
cially in the mountainous regions, for instance of the Abruzzi or the Alpi Apuane, parts of the 
landscape could survive in a semi-natural or at least extensively cultivated state.
In the years 2010 to 2014, we visited the regions Molise, Abruzzi, Marche, Toscana, Umbria 
and Lazio, covering all important land forms from coastal dunes to the alpine pastures of 
the Gran Sasso. Due to the predominant humid winds from the west, the mountains of the 
Tyrrhenian coast show a semi-oceanic climate, whereas the Adriatic coast is characterized by 
a dry Mediterranean climate.


