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Additions to the cyanolichens of the Andes

Per Magnus Jørgensen & Zdeněk Palice

Abstract: Jørgensen, P. M. & Palice, Z. 2015. Additions to the cyanolichens of the Andes. – Herzogia 28: 285 –287.
Heppia adglutinata and Lempholemma intricatum are recorded as new to South America from the Andes in Ecuador. 
A further specimen of “Collema” paramense is recorded from paramos at above 4000 m. It has shorter, more cuboid 
spores than the type specimen, confirming its relationship with Collema ceraniscum which recently has been trans-
ferred to the genus Rostania. The Andean species is thus better named Rostania paramensis (P.M.Jørg. & Palice), 
comb. nov.

Zusammenfassung: Jørgensen, P. M. & Palice, Z. 2015. Ergänzende Angaben zu Cyanoflechten aus den Anden. – 
Herzogia 28: 285 –287.
Heppia adglutinata und Lempholemma intricatum werden zum ersten Mal für Südamerika aus den Anden in Ecuador 
angegeben. Ein weiteres Exemplar von “Collema” paramense ist aus dem Paramo in über 4000 m Höhe entdeckt wor-
den. Die Sporen sind rundlicher und kürzer als im Typus, wodurch sich die Zugehörigkeit zur Collema ceraniscum-
Gruppe bestätigt. Diese Gruppe ist kürzlich in die Gattung Rostania überführt worden, und die Art wird daher zu 
Rostania paramensis (P.M.Jørg. & Palice), comb. nov., umkombiniert.
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Introduction
Even if the higher altitudes in the Andes Mountains of South America are rather difficult to 
access, it has been known since the 19th century that they have a considerable amount of arc-
tic-alpine lichens (Zahlbruckner 1906). Recent collections by Palice and co-workers have 
increased our knowledge of this element (Jørgensen & Palice 2010, 2012), and we are now 
able to present further information supplementing our insight in this element in the High-
Andes (including some records from the drier foothills).

The species
Heppia adglutinata (Kremp.) A.Massal.

Richly fertile material of this taxon has been discovered. The specimens are quite typical with distinct oli-
vaceous brown squamules and sunken reddish brown apothecia with a non-amyloid hymenium, except in 
the lower parts (the subhymenium), a fact not notified by previous authors (Henssen 1994, Jørgensen 
2007a). The thallus has a continuous cortex with patchy epinecral areas as demonstrated by Henssen 
(1994), unlike the closely related Heppia lutosa (Ach.) Nyl. with which it has often been confused.
This species was collected four times in two areas, at rather moderate altitudes, 2750 –3100 m, in 
quite arid environments, man-influenced vegetation: semi-open, extensively grazed grasslands with 
mosaics of planted Eucalyptus trees. It was regularly growing in embankments of trails on naked soil 
of volcanic origin.


