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An historical lichen collection from New Caledonia

André Aptroot* & Volker John

Abstract: Aptroot, A. & John, V. 2015. An historical lichen collection from New Caledonia – Herzogia 28: 307–321.
108 taxa of lichens (lichenized Ascomycetes), collected in connection with the French-Swiss expedition to New 
Caledonia in 1950 and 1951 by M. G. Baumann-Bodenheim, A. Guillaumin and H. Hürlimann are presented. Six of 
the 88 species identified in the c. 200 studied samples are endemic and 40 species are new records for New Caledonia. 
Cladonia macilentiformis is a new combination and raised to species level.

Zusammenfassung: Aptroot, A. & John, V. 2015. Eine historische Flechtensammlung aus Neukaledonien  – 
Herzogia 28: 307–321.
108 Taxa von Flechten (lichenisierte Ascomyceten), die anlässlich der Französich-Schweizerischen Expedition nach 
Neukaledonien in den Jahren 1950 und 1951 von M. G. Baumann-Bodenheim, A. Guillaumin und H. Hürlimann 
gesammelt wurden, werden vorgestellt. Sechs der 88 identifizierten Arten unter den rund 200 untersuchten Proben 
sind endemisch und 40 Arten sind Neufunde für Neukaledonien. Cladonia macilentiformis wird neu kombiniert und 
in Artrang erhoben.
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Introduction
New Caledonia belongs to Earth’s biodiversity hotspots, but with c. 19,000 km2 is one of the 
smallest ones. More than 2,500 species of 3,300 phanerogams are endemic (Morat et al. 
1986, Myers et al. 2000). Despite a long history of exploration up to recent times new spe-
cies were detected in the area (Pillon et al. 2008). Correspondingly, the collectors of the 
material in this paper, Marcel Gustav Baumann-Bodenheim (Hürlimann 1996, Leupold-
Lavart & Baumann 1996) and André Guillaumin (Jaussaud & Brygoo 2004) were fo-
cussed on Phanerogams (Baumann-Bodenheim 1956, Guillaumin 1957, 1963, 1964a, 
1964b, 1967, 1974). After first papers on phanerogams (Hürlimann 1955), the objective of 
studies by Hans Hürlimann (Gradstein 2015, Urmi 2014) changed to bryophytes (Hattori 
1977, Hürlimann 1960, 1968, 1998). Although lichenological studies of New Caledonia also 
has a long history (Müller Argoviensis 1894, Elix & McCarthy 1998), recent studies 
(Jørgensen & Gjerde 2012, Papong et al. 2015) show that the list of species is still far from 
being complete. The present list is remarkable for the material collected by non-lichenologists 
in that it represents a wide spectrum of species and helps to fill the gaps. 
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