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Observations on the genus Tephromela (lichenised Ascomycetes) 
in Tasmania, with the description of a new species

Gintaras Kantvilas

Abstract: Kantvilas, G. 2015. Observations on the genus Tephromela (lichenised Ascomycetes) in Tasmania, with 
the description of a new species. – Herzogia 28: 430 – 444.
Five species of Tephromela are recognised for Tasmania: T. granularis, described as new; T. campestricola (Nyl.) 
Rambold & Triebel, lichenicolous on Lecanora spp. and recorded for the first time from the Southern Hemisphere; T. 
atra (Huds.) Hafellner; T. alectoronica Kalb; and T. sorediata Kalb & Elix. The species are described and discussed, 
and an identification key is provided. The status of T. bullata Elix is considered and this species is excluded from the 
Tasmanian census.

Zussamenfassung: Kantvilas, G. 2015. Beobachtungen an der Gattung Tephromela (lichenisierte Ascomyceten) in 
Tasmanien, mit der Berschreibung einer neuen Art. – Herzogia 28: 430 – 444.
Fünf Arten von Tephromela werden für Tasmanien anerkannt: T. granularis, hier neu beschrieben; T. campestricola 
(Nyl.) Rambold & Triebel, lichenicol auf Lecanora spp. und zum ersten Mal in der südlichen Hemisphäre nachgewie-
sen; T. atra (Huds.) Hafellner; T. alectoronica Kalb; und T. sorediata Kalb & Elix. Die Arten werden beschrieben und 
diskutiert. Ein Bestimmungsschlüssel wird vorgelegt. Der Status von T. bullata Elix wird diskutiert; diese Art wird 
aus der Liste für Tasmanien gestrichen.
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Introduction
The genus Tephromela M.Choisy was introduced by Choisy (1929) to accommodate the cos-
mopolitan crustose lichen Lecanora atra (Huds.) Ach. However, it was not generally taken up 
by lichenologists until resurrected by J. Hafellner, who validated the combination T. atra (Kalb 
1983), erected the family Tephromelataceae (Hafellner 1984) and subsequently, together with 
Cl. Roux, added further species to the genus (Clauzade & Roux 1985). Although initially de-
fined by having apothecia with a thalline margin, a crimson-pigmented hymenium and Bacidia-
type asci, the limits of the genus have gradually expanded with the addition of more species. 
Today Tephromela includes not only traditional “atra-like” taxa but also some species with bia-
torine or ± immarginate apothecia, as well as some lichenicolous taxa. Tephromela has also un-
dergone subdivision itself with the removal of some species [chiefly the T. armeniaca-group of 
Hertel & Rambold (1985)] to the genus Calvitimela (Hafellner & Türk 2001). 
A detailed account of the development of taxonomic knowledge of Tephromela is outlined 
by Fryday (2011) and is not repeated here. Comprehensive descriptions of the genus are 
also generally available in several recent regional floras, for example Elix (2009), Lambley 
& Purvis (2009) and Nash et al. (2004), and are likewise not re-iterated. Molecular studies 
(Miadlikowska et al. 2006, Arup et al. 2007, Spribille et al. 2011) place the genus close to 
Mycoblastus, and this is supported by anatomical observations (Spribille et al. 2011). Having 




