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Ovealmbornia reginae (Teloschistaceae, Ascomycetes), a new 
xanthorioid lichen from South Africa
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Abstract: Kondratyuk, S. Y., Kärnefelt, I., Thell, A., Elix, J. A., Kim, J. A., Kondratiuk, A. S. & Hur, J.-S. 
2015. Ovealmbornia reginae (Teloschistaceae, Ascomycetes), a new xanthorioid lichen from South Africa. – Herzogia 
28: 465 – 472.
A new species, Ovealmbornia reginae from South Africa, is described, illustrated and compared with related spe-
cies. A combined phylogenetic data set based on ITS and 28S nrLSU and 12S mtSSU sequences of the genera in the 
Dufourea clade is provided, (i. e. the genera Dufourea, Jackelixia, Langeottia, Ovealmbornia and Xanthokarrooa). 
Corrections of GenBank data for the genus Ovealmbornia and a key to the species of the genera Ovealmbornia and 
Xanthokarrooa are provided.

Zusammenfassung: Kondratyuk, S. Y., Kärnefelt, I., Thell, A., Elix, J. A., Kim, J. A., Kondratiuk, A. S. 
& Hur, J.-S. 2015. Ovealmbornia reginae (Teloschistaceae, Ascomycetes), eine neue xanthorioide Flechte aus 
Südafrika. – Herzogia 28: 465 – 472.
Die neue Art Ovealmbornia reginae wird aus Südafrika beschrieben, abgebildet und mit verwandten Arten vergli-
chen. Ein kombinierter phylogenetischer Datenbestand basierend auf ITS, 28S nrLSU und 12S mtSSU Sequenzen der 
Gattungen der Dufourea-Verwandtschaft wird präsentiert (Gattungen Dufourea, Jackelixia, Langeottia, Ovealmbornia 
und Xanthokarrooa). Korrekturen der GenBank-Daten für die Gattung Ovealmbornia und ein Schlüssel zu den Arten 
der Gattungen Ovealmbornia und Xanthokarrooa werden präsentiert.
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Introduction
The genus Ovealmbornia S.Y.Kondr. et al. was proposed by Fedorenko et al. (2009) where 
it appeared on a separate, strongly supported clade. It differed from Xanthoria Th.Fr. and 
other xanthorioid genera by its grey, not orange, thallus, due to lack of anthraquinones, by 
its thicker and more solid thallus owing to a well-developed medullar plectenchyme, by its 
strongly gelatinized pseudoprosoplectenchymatous or mesodermatous paraplectenchymatous 
true exciple, by abundant furcated rhizines (of Xanthodactylon-type, sensu Kondratyuk et al. 
2008), and narrowly bacilliform spermatia. The type collection of Ovealmbornia bonae-spei 
(S.Y.Kondr. & Kärnefelt) S.Y.Kondr. et al., the type species of the genus, originally described 
as Xanthoria bonae-spei (Kondratyuk et al. 2004), is too old to be investigated with cur-
rent DNA-methods. Four specimens of the genus Ovealmbornia have been included in earlier 
phylogenetic analyses (Fedorenko et al. 2009, Arup et al. 2013). However, two of these 
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