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New or interesting lichens from the Limousin region  
(Western Massif Central, France)

Bruno A. Mies

Abstract: Mies, B. A. 2015. New or interesting lichens from the Limousin region (Western Massif Central, France). – 
Herzogia 28: 473 – 483.
The mountainous landscape of Limousin region (Massif Central, France), swept by an Atlantic climate and high pre-
cipitation, bears a rich lichen flora with 43 lichens worthy of mention. Platismatia norvegica and Micarea farinosa are 
new species for the lichen biota of France and continental Europe, and Arthothelium spectabile, Naetrocymbe fraxinii 
and Usnea longissima are new to central and western France. These are also new records for the three Departments, 
Creuse (no. 23), Haute-Vienne (no. 87) and Corrèze (no. 19), as well as Arthonia vinosa, Arthopyrenia persoonii, 
Bacidina phacodes, Bunodophoron melanocarpum, Calicium glaucellum, Callome multipartita, Flavocetraria cucul-
lata, Graphis inustuloides, Lecanora cadubriae, Melanohalea elegantula, Mycomicrothelia confusa, Psilolechia cla-
vulifera and Zwackhia viridis. Confirmation of pre-1959 records for one of the three Departments or for an additional 
locality in a neighbouring one are Alyxoria culmigena, A. varia, Arthonia didyma, Buellia schaereri, Caloplaca cerina, 
Catillaria nigroclavata, Cetrelia olivetorum, Chaenotheca chrysocephala, Ch. furfuracea, Chaenothecopsis pusilla, 
Collema nigrescens, Dendrographa decolorans, Lecania cyrtella, Lecidella elaeochroma f. flavicans, Melanohalea 
laciniatula, Nephroma laevigatum, Parmelina carporrhizans, Peltigera membranacea, Ramalina calicaris, R. fastigi-
ata, Sticta fuliginosa, S. sylvatica, Thelopsis rubella and Usnea subfloridana.

Zusammenfassung: Mies, B. A. 2015. Neue oder interessante Flechten aus dem Limousin (Westliches Massif 
Central, Frankreich). – Herzogia 28: 473 – 483.
Die montanen Landschaften des Limousin (Massif Central, Frankreich), die von einem atlantischen Klima mit ho-
hen Niederschlägen beeinflußt werden, beinhalten eine reichhaltige Flechtenflora mit 43 interessanten und erwäh-
nenswerten Arten. Platismatia norvegica und Micarea farinosa sind neue Arten für die französische Flechtenflora 
und das kontinentale Europa. Arthothelium spectabile, Naetrocymbe fraxinii und Usnea longissima wurden für das 
zentrale und westliche Frankreich neu nachgewiesen. Neu für die drei Départments Creuse (23), Haute-Vienne (87) 
and Corrèze (19), die zur Region Limousin gehören, sind diese drei sowie Arthonia vinosa, Arthopyrenia persoonii, 
Bacidina phacodes, Bunodophoron melanocarpum, Calicium glaucellum, Callome multipartita, Flavocetraria cucul-
lata, Graphis inustuloides, Lecanora cadubriae, Melanohalea elegantula, Mycomicrothelia confusa, Psilolechia cla-
vulifera, Usnea longissima und Zwackhia viridis. Bestätigungen alter Belege vor 1959 für eines der drei Départments 
oder eine zusätzliche Lokalität in einem oder zwei benachbarten sind Alyxoria culmigena, A. varia, Arthonia didyma, 
Buellia schaereri, Caloplaca cerina, Catillaria nigroclavata, Cetrelia olivetorum, Chaenotheca chrysocephala, Ch. 
furfuracea, Chaenothecopsis pusilla, Collema nigrescens, Dendrographa decolorans, Lecania cyrtella, Lecidella ela-
eochroma f. flavicans, Melanohalea laciniatula, Nephroma laevigatum, Parmelina carporrhizans, Peltigera memb-
ranacea, Ramalina calicaris, R. fastigiata, Sticta fuliginosa, S. sylvatica, Thelopsis rubella und Usnea subfloridana.

Résumé: Mies, B. A. 2015. Des lichens nouveaux ou intéressants de Limousin (Massif Central Occidental, France). – 
Herzogia 28: 473 – 483.
Dans la region montagnarde de Limousin des notes floristiques concernant 43 espèces des lichens intéressants ou nou-
veaux sont données. Il y a un climat Atlantique avec grandes précipitations. Platismatia norvegica et Micarea farinosa 
sont des espèces nouvelles pour la flora lichénologique Francaise et pour l‘Europe Continental. Arthothelium specta-
bile, Naetrocymbe fraxinii et Usnea longissima sont réportées pour la France Centrale e d’Ouest à nouveaux. Les trois 
sont des preuves nouvelles pour les trois Départments Creuse (23), Haute-Vienne (87) ou Corrèze (19), – composées 
la région Limousin – et Arthonia vinosa, Arthopyrenia persoonii, Bacidina phacodes, Bunodophoron melanocar-
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pum, Calicium glaucellum, Callome multipartita, Flavocetraria cucullata, Graphis inustuloides, Lecanora cadu-
briae, Melanohalea elegantula, Mycomicrothelia confusa, Psilolechia clavulifera, Usnea longissima aussi bien que 
Zwackhia viridis. Les éspèces Alyxoria culmigena, A. varia, Arthonia didyma, Buellia schaereri, Caloplaca cerina, 
Catillaria nigroclavata, Cetrelia olivetorum, Chaenotheca chrysocephala, Ch. furfuracea, Chaenothecopsis pusilla, 
Collema nigrescens, Dendrographa decolorans, Lecania cyrtella, Lecidella elaeochroma f. flavicans, Melanohalea 
laciniatula, Nephroma laevigatum, Parmelina carporrhizans, Peltigera membranacea, Ramalina calicaris, R. fastigi-
ata, Sticta fuliginosa, S. sylvatica, Thelopsis rubella et Usnea subfloridana sont des confirmations des pièces vieilles 
avant 1959 pour une des trois Départments ou une localité limousienne additionelle dans une ou deux prés d’ici.

Introduction
Based on lichenological literature there are still vast areas of continental France that are under-
recorded, as revealed by Roux (2014) in their voluminous account on hitherto known lichen 
distributions and the current state of recording. This stimulated the author to look into his 
casual lichen findings in order to provide pertinent data of value for a future edition of this 
important work.
The data herewith relate to the author’s investigations mainly in the French mainland 
Départments of Creuse (Dept. no. 23) and Haute-Vienne (no. 87), with additional records from 
Corrèze (no. 19) from 2006 onwards. These three départments form the region Limousin, an 
historical entity, from which floristic data of lichens have only seldomly been published (e. g. 
Nylander 1856, Frey & Ochsner 1926). Roux (2014) also mention their own casual col-
lections and availability of limited herbarium material.
Limousin is part of the Massif Central area, which geologically comprises landscapes main-
ly over granite and to a lesser extent over limestone and sandstone, as well as alluvial val-
leys. Ranging climatically from a small submediterranean part around Brive in southwestern 
Corrèze, the landscape is mostly a hilly to mountainous region which reaches 1000 m a. s. l. to 
the east of Creuse (Plateau de Millevaches) and to most northeastern parts of Corrèze (Brugel 
et al. 2001; Fig. 1). The annual rainfall often exceeds 1200 mm, reaching 1600 mm in the high-
est peaks of northern Corrèze (Brugel et al. 2001). On the eastern limits of Limousin, the 
granite combines with the geologically young volcanic eruption material of Auvergne. The cli-
mate is of an Atlantic type and hence humid to very humid with moderate winter temperatures 
(Fig. 2). The vegetation consists of Quercus forests in the western lowlands south of Limoges 
to beech forests on the mountains. Limousin is a typical pasture area with intense cattle breed-
ing resulting in vast tracks of ancient pasture land interspersed with very old Quercus trees. 
The water-rich mountain ranges and plateaux bear an extraordinary mosaic of ancient wood-
lands and lakes with a large variety of ecologically different habitats. Deeply incised valleys 
and gorges contribute to that high number of diverse habitats.

Material and Methods
Lichen determinations were based on Ozenda & Clauzade (1970), Clauzade & Roux 
(1985), Smith et al. (2009) and Wirth et al. (2013), and the basic outline follows Lumbsch & 
Huhndorf (2007); in the case of questionable taxonomy, the naming follows Roux (2014). 
Valuable comparisons were undertaken using the illustrated website of Diederich et al. 
(2013). Species names are based on Roux (2014), in doubtful cases determinations follow 
Smith et al. (2009), and authors’ abbreviations are according to Brummitt & Powell (1992). 
Geomorphological entities of Limousin are based upon Brugel et al. (2001). Each record is 
provided with the name of the locality, GPS coordinates, height above sea-level, and occasion-
ally slope inclination. The number after the collector represents the trip’s number which differs 


