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Lichens and lichenicolous fungi from the island of Chios 
(Aegean Sea, Greece)
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Abstract: Sipman, H. J. M. & Raus, T. 2015. Lichens and lichenicolous fungi from the island of Chios (Aegean Sea, 
Greece). – Herzogia 28: 496 –519.
A 3-week fieldwork on the island of Chios, East Aegean Islands, Greece revealed the presence of 381 lichenized 
and 9 lichenicolous fungi. These are the highest published figures for any Greek island apart from Crete and give an 
indication how many species can be expected on other islands. 33 species are recorded for the first time from Greece, 
some of which are probably favoured by special habitat conditions, viz. the occurrence of metal-rich rock and the 
above-average cold winter climate of the NE Aegean. Most species have wide distribution ranges, but nine species are 
range-restricted in Greece, the southern Balkans and adjacent Turkey.

Zusammenfassung: Sipman, H. J. M. & Raus, T. 2015. Flechten und flechtenbewohnende Pilze von der Insel Chios 
(Ägäis, Griechenland). – Herzogia 28: 496 –519.
Ein dreiwöchiger Aufenthalt auf der Insel Chios, Ostägäische Inseln, Griechenland, brachte Nachweise für 381 
Flechten und 9 flechtenbewohnende Pilze. Damit sind von Chios mehr Arten bekannt als von allen anderen griechi-
schen Inseln außer Kreta und es gibt einen Hinweis auf die in der Ägäis zu erwartende Flechtendiversität. 33 Arten 
sind Erstnachweise für Griechenland. Besondere Standortsbedingungen wie metallhaltiges Gestein und die für die 
Ägäis ungewöhnlich kalten Winter dürften manche dieser Arten begünstigen. Die meisten nachgewiesenen Arten 
haben eine weite Verbreitung, während neun nur in einem eng begrenzten Gebiet in Griechenland, der südlichen 
Balkanhalbinsel und der angrenzenden Türkei vorkommen.

Key words: Biodiversity, new records, distribution range, inventory.

Introduction
The island of Chios is situated in the eastern part of the Aegean Sea, close to the Anatolian 
mainland. It is the fifth-largest of the Greek islands with an area of c. 850 km². It has a reni-
form shape, the main body directed almost north-south consisting of hard limestone. This 
forms a mountain ridge rising to c. 200 m in the south and c. 1300 m in the north, with a rug-
ged topography including high cliffs. Attached to this ridge is a northwestern extension which 
consists mainly of greywacke, an easily weathering, siliceous or slightly calcareous formation, 
which creates a more undulating landscape without much outcropping rock. Locally siliceous 
conglomerates are exposed, which are sometimes metal-rich. Softer limestone and ancient 
volcanic rock occur in the southeast. The climate is typically Mediterranean, with rainy, cool 
winters and dry, warm summers. Due to the high mountains in the north and the predominantly 
northerly winds, the wettest parts of the island are in the north and the driest in the lowlands 
of the south.
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