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Hymenostylium recurvirostrum (Pottiaceae), a moss genus and 
species newly discovered in the southern polar regions

Ryszard Ochyra, Philip Sollman & Marc Lebouvier

Abstract: Ochyra, R., Sollman, P. & Lebouvier, M. 2015. Hymenostylium recurvirostrum (Pottiaceae), a moss 
genus and species newly discovered in the southern polar regions. – Herzogia 28: 599 – 606.
Hymenostylium recurvirostrum is recorded from Île de la Possession in the Îles Crozet archipelago. This is the first 
record of the genus Hymenostylium from the Subantarctic. The local plants of the species are characterised and their 
ecology is discussed. Global distribution of H. recurvirostrum is reviewed and a map of its range in the Southern 
Hemisphere is presented. The current state of knowledge of the moss flora of Îles Crozet is briefly discussed.

Zusammenfassung: Ochyra, R., Sollman, P. & Lebouvier, M. 2015. Hymenostylium recurvirostrum (Pottiaceae), 
eine neu entdeckte Moosgattung und -art für die südliche Polarregion. – Herzogia 28: 599 – 606.
Hymenostylium recurvirostrum wird für die Île de la Possession, Crozetinseln, angegeben. Es ist der erste Fund die-
ser Art und der Gattung Hymenostylium für die Subantarktis. Die gefundenen Pflanzen werden charakterisiert und 
ihre Ökologie wird diskutiert. Zudem wird die Gesamtverbreitung der Art angegeben, eine Verbreitungskarte für die 
südliche Hemisphäre präsentiert und der gegenwärtige Kenntnisstand zur Moosflora der Crozetinseln kurz diskutiert.
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Introduction
The southern polar regions have been variously interpreted and until now there has been no 
satisfactory and universally accepted definition for this huge cold area surrounding the South Pole. 
For botanical purposes it is generally accepted that the austral polar regions occupy all lands and 
seas situated south of the Antarctic Convergence (Polar Frontal Zone) or only slightly exceeding 
it to the north. This vast area is strongly differentiated on climatic, geological, glaciological and 
biotic criteria, features which have led to its subdivision into various regions and provinces (Lewis 
Smith 1984). The major region of the austral polar territory is Antarctica, which is the central 
land mass surrounding the South Pole. It comprises the Antarctic continent, with the Antarctic 
Peninsula and some adjacent archipelagoes of the South Shetland Islands, South Orkney Islands, 
South Sandwich Islands and the highly isolated and orphaned island of Bouvetøya.
The second region is Subantarctica at the northern periphery of this biome. It consists of six 
islands or island groups scattered in the vast Southern Ocean, including South Georgia in the 
South Atlantic Ocean in the South American Sector; the Prince Edward Islands, Îles Crozet, 
Îles Kerguelen and Heard and McDonald Islands in the South Indian Ocean in the African 
Sector; and Macquarie Island in the South Pacific Ocean in the Australian sector. These islands 
lack arborescent vegetation but include tall tussock grasslands, megaherbs, short grasslands, 
mires and tundra-like vegetation. The flora includes many bryophytes and lichens, with vascu-
lar plants dominant in the vegetation near sea level and at low altitudes.


