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New and noteworthy records of Verrucariaceae (lichenised  
Ascomycota) from central European Russia

Eugenia E. Muchnik & Othmar Breuss

Abstract: Muchnik, E. & Breuss, O. 2015. New and noteworthy records of Verrucariaceae (lichenised Ascomycota) 
from central European Russia. – Herzogia 28: 746 –752.
Eight lichen taxa are treated, of which three (Placidium fingens, Verrucaria bisagnoensis, V. triglavensis) are recorded 
for the first time from Russia, and one (Verrucaria kondaensis) is new for European Russia. Short notes on their char-
acters and distributions are provided.

Zusammenfassung: Muchnik, E. & Breuss, O. 2015. Neue und bemerkenswerte Funde von Verrucariaceen aus dem 
zentralen europäischen Russland. – Herzogia 28: 746 –752.
Von den acht behandelten Flechtenarten werden drei (Placidium fingens, Verrucaria bisagnoensis, V. triglavensis) 
erstmals aus Russland nachgewiesen; eine Art (Verrucaria kondaensis) ist neu für den europäischen Teil Russlands. 
Auf ihre kennzeichnenden Merkmale und ihre Verbreitung wird kurz eingegangen.
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Introduction
Central European Russia includes 28 constituent entities within the Federation (23 regions, 
four republics and a city, Moscow). The territory, covering an area larger than 1,000,000 km2, 
is very diverse with various forest formations (e.g. broadleaved, coniferous-broadleaved and 
taiga forests), forest-steppe and steppe. Among the vegetation zones the rocky steppe is the 
most important habitat for species of Verrucariaceae. Steppes, widespread throughout the Li-
petsk, Orel, Ryazan and Voronezh regions, are characterized by limestone or sandstone (base-
rich siliceous) outcrops. 
Earlier work by the first author (Muchnik 2005) pointed out high quotients of similarity of 
the lichen biota of the central European Russia rocky steppes with the lichen biota of the 
Swedish alvars (Fröberg 1989) on the one side, and with the Ukrainian Black Sea steppes 
(Khodosovtsev 1999) on the other. This was considered to be a validation of conclusions 
(Sedelnikova & Laschinsky 1990) that in earlier geological times calciphilous species could 
easily migrate over large distances, facilitating species exchange between European and Arctic 
mountain systems. 

Material and Methods
Lichenological studies have been carried out within the period 2004–2014 by the first author 
in several regions in central European Russia (Lipetsk, Ryazan, Voronezh and Orel regions). 


