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The bryophyte flora of Lesbos, Greece

Tom L. Blockeel* & Jurgen A. W. Nieuwkoop

Abstract: Blockeel, T. L. & Nieuwkoop, J. A. W. 2016. The bryophyte flora of Lesbos, Greece. – Herzogia 29: 
1–34.
A complete list of the bryophytes known from Lesbos, Greece, is presented, of which 122 taxa are new reports for the 
island. Campylopus brevipilus, Entosthodon schimperi and Fissidens fontanus are new to Greece, and the occurrence 
of Entosthodon obtusus in Greece is confirmed. Fissidens rufulus, Grimmia nutans and Pohlia nutans are new to the 
Greek Aegean islands, and the presence of Campylostelium pitardii and Grimmia montana is noteworthy.

Zusammenfassung: Blockeel, T. L. & Nieuwkoop, J. A. W. 2016. Die Bryophytenflora von Lesbos, Griechenland. – 
Herzogia 29: 1–34.
Eine vollständige Liste der Bryophyten von Lesbos, Griechenland, wird präsentiert. 122 Taxa sind neu für die 
Insel. Campylopus brevipilus, Entosthodon schimperi und Fissidens fontanus sind neu für Griechenland, und das 
Vorkommen von Entosthodon obtusus in Griechenland wird bestätigt. Fissidens rufulus, Grimmia nutans und Pohlia 
nutans sind neu für die Ägäis, und die Vorkommen von Campylostelium pitardii und Grimmia montana sind beson-
ders erwähnenswert.
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Introduction
Düll (2014) lists 87 bryophyte taxa for the island of Lesbos, excluding one forma and one 
unconfirmed record, equating to 84 taxa based on the taxonomy accepted in this paper. A 
further four species are included in the papers by Edmondson (1982) and Yiannitsaros & 
Koumpli-Sovantzi (1990). With an area of 1630 km2 Lesbos is the third largest Aegean island 
(only Crete and Euboea are larger), so 88 taxa is a remarkably low number of species. Düll 
(2014) concludes that Lesbos is badly known. 
Lesbos (or Lesvos, also known as Mytilini or Mitilini) is situated close to the Turkish coast 
and belongs to the ‘Eastern Aegean Islands’ floristic region of Greece, which also includes 
Chios, Ikaria, Samos, Kos and Rhodes and numerous smaller islands (Strid & Tan 1997). 
The outline of the island is determined by two large bays: the gulf of Kalloni and the gulf of 
Geras. Most of the island is of volcanic origin. The western and northern parts mainly consist 
of lava and tuff. In the extreme west a petrified forest of the Miocene era is preserved. In the 
south-east schist and marble provide more calcareous substrates. The two highest mountains 
are Olympos (marble) and Lepetimnos (lava), both just below 1000 m. The diverse geology 
provides the basis for a varied bryoflora. 
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