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Isopterygium tenerifolium (Hypnaceae, Bryophyta) – one more 
Afro-American disjunct

Ryszard Ochyra* & Robert R. Ireland

Abstract: Ochyra, R. & Ireland, R. R. 2016. Isopterygium tenerifolium (Hypnaceae, Bryophyta) – one more Afro-
American disjunct. − Herzogia 29: 72−78.
The original material of Brachythecium rhynchostegioides, an undescribed moss species from southern Africa, was 
investigated. The material actually represents Isopterygium tenerifolium and this is the first record of this neotropical 
species in Africa. The global distribution of I. tenerifolium is mapped and Afro-American moss disjuncts are briefly 
discussed.

Zusammenfassung: Ochyra, R. & Ireland, R. R. 2016. Isopterygium tenerifolium (Hypnaceae, Bryophyta) – ein 
weiteres disjunktes Element zwischen Afrika und Amerika. − Herzogia 29: 72−78.
Originalmaterial von Brachythecium rhynchostegioides, einem bislang unbeschriebenem Moos aus dem südlichen 
Afrika, wurde untersucht. Die analysierten Pflanzen gehören zu Isopterygium tenerifolium und sind damit der erste 
Nachweis dieses bislang nur aus den Neotropen bekannten Mooses für Afrika. Eine Arealkarte von I. tenerifolium und 
eine kurze Diskussion der Moos-Disjunktionen zwischen Afrika und Amerika ergänzen die Darstellung.
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Introduction
The moss genus Isopterygium Mitt. (Hypnaceae) is well represented in sub-Saharan Africa. 
O’Shea (2006) enumerated no less than 63 species and one variety from this area. This num-
ber is certainly overstated and the real number of species is apparently much lower because 
many species are local “endemics” known exclusively from type collections. This judgment 
may also be well supported by the fact that the level of species inflation in Isopterygium is very 
high and the best illustration of this phenomenon is I. tenerum (Sw.) Mitt. for which no fewer 
then 44 heterotypic synonyms are recognised in the Neotropics (Ireland 1991, Ireland & 
Buck 2009). This may also be true for African members of Isopterygium but, unfortunately, 
this genus has not gained a modern critical taxonomic revision either in sub-Saharan Africa as 
a whole, and the only regional treatment is available for Uganda (Hedenäs 2005). 
Southern Africa is one of very few regions in mainland Africa which has a bryophyte flora 
(Sim 1926) in which eight species of Isopterygium are recognised. All these species were ac-
cepted in recent checklists of mosses of the southernmost part of this continent (Magill & 
Schelpe 1979, van Rooy 2003) and the only exception was the transfer of I. brachycarpum 
Dixon to Ectropothecium Mitt. as E. brachycarpum (Dixon) Magill. However, Ochyra & 
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