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Two new records of Riccardia (Aneuraceae, Marchantiophyta) 
to China collected from Hainan Island

Xiang-Bo Yin, Li-Na Zhang, Lei Shu & Rui-Liang Zhu*

Abstract: Yin, X.-B., Zhang, L.-N., Shu, L. & Zhu, R.-L. 2016. Two new records of Riccardia (Aneuraceae, 
Marchantiophyta) to China collected from Hainan Island. – Herzogia 29: 79 –86.
Two liverworts, Riccardia inconspicua and R. glauca (Aneuraceae), are reported for China for the first time. The former 
belongs to Riccardia subgenus Thornoneura, which is characterized by the mucilage papillae present only along margins 
of the thallus and vermiform to convolute oil bodies. This subgenus is newly recorded from China. Riccardia glauca 
is recorded outside Japan for the first time. Illustrations and descriptions based on the Chinese specimens are provided.

Zusammenfassung: Yin, X.-B., Zhang, L.-N., Shu, L. & Zhu, R.-L. 2016. Zwei neue Arten von Riccardia 
(Aneuraceae, Marchantiophyta) für China von der Hainan-Insel. – Herzogia 29: 79 –86.
Die zwei Lebermoose Riccardia inconspicua und R. glauca (Aneuraceae) werden zum ersten Mal aus China angege-
ben. Die erstgenannte Art gehört zu Riccardia subgenus Thornoneura, die charakterisiert ist durch das Vorhandensein 
von Schleimpapillen am Thallusrand und wurmförmige bis wulstige Ölkörper. Die Untergattung ist neu für China. 
Riccardia glauca wird erstmals außerhalb von Japan angegeben. Zeichnungen und Beschreibungen, die auf dem chi-
nesischen Material basieren, werden geliefert.
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Introduction
Aneuraceae is the largest family of the simple thalloid liverworts, of which Riccardia Gray 
is the largest genus with more than 250 names currently accepted (Gradstein & Cuvertino 
2015, Söderström et al. 2016). The genus Riccardia is represented in China by 25 species 
(Piippo 1990, Yao 2007, Shi 2008, Gao & Wu 2010, Yao & Lin 2010, He et al. 2013, Jia & 
He 2013). Ten species of them, viz. R. angustata Horik., R. chamedryfolia (With.) Grolle, R. 
elata (Steph.) Schiffn., R. latifrons var. miyakeana (Schiffn.) Furuki, R. multifida (L.) Gray, 
R. nagasakiensis (Steph.) S.Hatt., R. diminuta Schiffn., R. jackii Schiffn., R. palmata (Hedw.) 
Carruth. and R. plumosa (Mitt.) E.O.Campb. have been reported for Hainan Island (Lin et al. 
1992, 1994, Shi 2006, 2008, Jia & He 2013) where a total of 806 species of bryophytes were 
recorded (Zhang 2014). During a recent field collection we came across several interesting 
populations of Riccardia which exhibit unusual features of oil bodies and mucilage papil-
lae and seem to be unrecorded in China. After a detailed critical examination of them, we 
confirmed that Riccardia inconspicua (Steph.) Reeb & Bardat and R. glauca Furuki occur in 
Hainan. The former is a member of the subg. Thornoneura Furuki which is newly reported for 
China and the latter was previously known only in Japan (Furuki 1991).
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