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Cryptothecia stockeri (Arthoniales, Arthoniaceae), a new corti-
colous lichen species from the Seychelles

Gerhard Neuwirth* & André Aptroot

Abstract: Neuwirth, G. & Aptroot, A. 2016. Cryptothecia stockeri (Arthoniales, Arthoniaceae), a new corticolous 
lichen species from the Seychelles. – Herzogia 29: 97–102.
A new corticolous representative of the lichenized ascomycete genus Cryptothecia is described from the Seychelles 
Islands. Distinguishing characters are the small ascospores, the brownish dotted surface of the ascigerous areas and the 
occurrence of psoromic acid. The ecology of the new species is discussed and an identification key to all Cryptothecia 
species currently known from the Seychelles Islands is provided.

Zusammenfassung: Neuwirth, G. & Aptroot, A. 2016. Cryptothecia stockeri (Arthoniales, Arthoniaceae), eine 
neue rindenbewohnende Flechtenart von den Seychellen. – Herzogia 29: 97–102.
Ein neuer rindenbewohnender Vertreter der lichenisierten Ascomyceten-Gattung Cryptothecia von den Seychellen 
wird beschrieben. Die trennenden Merkmale sind die kleinen Ascosporen, die braun-punktierte Oberfläche der asci-
gerosen Areale und das Vorkommen von Psoromsäure. Die Ökologie der neuen Art wird diskutiert und ein Schlüssel 
für alle derzeit von den Seychellen bekannten Cryptothecia-Arten bereitgestellt.
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Introduction
The first description of the genus Cryptothecia was provided by Stirton (1877) and discussed 
by Santesson (1952). This mainly tropical genus of Arthoniales was subsequently treated 
by Makhija & Patwardhan (1985, 1987, 1994) who described many species from India. 
Thor (1997) discussed the genus in a comprehensive study of the species from Australia 
and New Zealand. More recent investigations explored different aspects of Cryptothecia, for 
example, the effect of urbanization on tropical lichens (Sipman 2003) or describing a new 
species (Sparrius & Saipunkaew 2005). The Cryptothecia candida complex has undergone 
a revision by Lücking et al. (2006) and the genus Myriostigma was resurrected for this group 
by Frisch et al. (2014). A study on Cryptothecia and Stirtonia, carried out by Wolsely & 
Aptroot (2006), compared the two genera and included a key to species of Northern Thailand. 
Additional new species were reported from tropical and subtropical Australia (Elix 2007, 
2008), from northeastern Brazil (Cáceres 2007, Lima et al. 2013, Menezes et al. 2013) and 
from India (Jagadesh et al. 2009). A description of one species from New Zealand was given 
by Galloway (2007) and Seaward & Aptroot (2009) cited five species in their checklist 
of lichens for the Seychelles Islands. A new species from Florida, Everglades National Park, 
was found and described by Seavey (2009). Finally Aptroot & Spier (2010) reassessed 
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