
190	 Herzogia 29 (1), 2016: 190 –195

New records of bryophytes from the biosphere reserve Kafa  
in Ethiopia

Frank Müller & Hans-Joachim Flügel

Abstract: Müller, F. & Flügel, H.-J. 2016. New records of bryophytes from the biosphere reserve Kafa in 
Ethiopia. – Herzogia 29: 190 –195.
In December 2014 the Nature Conservation Association of Germany (NABU) organized for 29 experts a ten-day 
excursion to the biosphere reserve Kafa in the montane rainforests region of southwest Ethiopia. Although no bryolo-
gist was part of the team, several bryophyte specimens were obtained. Overall, there were 13 liverwort and 24 moss 
species among the collection including five mosses (Brachymenium rigidum, Campylopus flaccidus, Chryso-hypnum 
frondosum, Pelekium chenagonii, Pterogoniadelphus assimilis) that are new for the bryophyte flora of Ethiopia.

Zusammenfassung: Müller, F. & Flügel, H.-J. 2016. Neue und interessante Moosfunde aus dem Biosphärenreservat 
Kafa in Äthiopien. – Herzogia 29: 190 –195.
Bei einer vom NABU im Dezember 2014 organisierten zehntägigen Exkursion in das Biosphärenreservat Kafa 
in den Bergregenwäldern von Südwest-Äthiopien konnten nebenbei Moose gesammelt werden. Darunter fanden 
sich 13 Lebermoose und 24 Laubmoose, darunter fünf Laubmoose (Brachymenium rigidum, Campylopus flacci-
dus, Chryso-hypnum frondosum, Pelekium chenagonii, Pterogoniadelphus assimilis), die neu für die Moosflora 
Äthiopiens sind.
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Introduction 
The existence of wild coffee (Coffea arabica L.) in the montane rainforests of southwest 
Ethiopia is acutely endangered due to the increasing deforestation of these forests (Denich & 
Gatzweiler 2009, Feyera Sebeta 2006). Since the year 2000 various initiatives, including 
the NABU, a German nature conservation organization, is trying to reduce these impacts and 
now four biosphere reserves have been established in the area of wild coffee stocks (Flügel 
2015). Besides the highland coffee there are also many other endemic species in this montane 
rainforests to be conserved, but a systematic inventory of the biodiversity has not occurred 
to date (Schmitt 2006). For this reason, the NABU organized in December 2014 a ten-day 
fieldtrip with seventeen Central European and twelve Ethiopian experts of different species 
groups to the biosphere reserve Kafa around Bonga, a small town in south-western Ethiopia 
where the administrative headquarters of the reserve is situated. When searching for partici-
pants for this field trip, a bryophyte expert was not available to attend. Nonetheless, the second 
author, a specialist of flower ecology, also collected some bryophytes to contribute to the in-
ventory effort. The collections were determined and evaluated by the first author using a wide 
range of taxonomic literature dealing with African bryophytes (e. g. Buck & Cavalcanti 
Pôrto 2010, Frahm 1985, Hedenäs 2005, Wigginton 2004).




