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Involucropyrenium romeanum is the correct name for  
I. squamulosum (lichenised Ascomycota, Verrucariaceae)

Othmar Breuss

Abstract: Breuss, O. 2016. Involucropyrenium romeanum is the correct name for I. squamulosum (lichenised 
Ascomycota, Verrucariaceae). – Herzogia 29: 196 –197.
The new combination Involucropyrenium romeanum (de Lesd.) Breuss is introduced for the pyrenocarpous lichen 
previously known as Verrucaria squamulosa or Involucropyrenium squamulosum, respectively.

Zusammenfassung: Breuss, O. 2016. Involucropyrenium romeanum ist der korrekte Name für I. squamulosum (li-
chenisierte Ascomycota, Verrucariaceae). – Herzogia 29: 196 –197.
Für die bislang als Verrucaria squamulosa bzw. Involucropyrenium squamulosum bezeichnete pyrenocarpe Flechte 
wird die neue Kombination Involucropyrenium romeanum (de Lesd.) Breuss eingeführt.
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The genus Involucropyrenium was introduced by Breuss (1996) as a segregate of Catapyrenium 
Flot. It is characterised by a small squamulose thallus and perithecia situated between the 
squamules with a well developed involucrellum. The genus comprises eight species which are 
keyed in Breuss (2010). Involucropyrenium squamulosum was described by Boom & Brand 
(2003, as Verrucaria squamulosa) from Belgium, Luxemburg and the Netherlands, where it 
was collected mainly from walls and monuments, more rarely also from natural calcareous 
rocks. Later it was reported from Austria (Breuss & Brand 2010), Switzerland (Breuss & 
Clerc 2013), and the Czech Republic (Maliček 2013). During a review of catapyrenioid 
lichens from Switzerland in the herbarium G (Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques de la Ville 
de Genève) in 2009, the author found a sample of Involucropyrenium squamulosum among 
undetermined material with the hand-written note “Verrucaria romeana B. de Lesd. ad int.” 
This was thought to be a nomen nudum as the collection was not in any way annotated as type. 
Recently, when checking Verrucaria names in the massive catalogue of French lichens (Roux 
2014), the author encountered the entry Verrucaria romeana de Lesd. with literature reference.
Verrucaria romeana was validly described by Bouly de Lesdain (1911) with locality details 
corresponding to the sample housed in G. Thus Verrucaria romeana is an earlier name for 
Involucropyrenium squamulosum and the necessary new combination is introduced here.
Involucropyrenium romeanum (de Lesd.) Breuss, comb. nov.  [MycoBank 816216]
Basionym: Verrucaria romeana de Lesd., Bull. Soc. Bot. France 58: 662 (1911).
Typus: [France, Haute-Savoie,] Petit Salève près Mornex, calcaire, 13 mars 1883, J. Rome, 
Hb. Barbey-Boissier, Reliquiae Hb. Müller Arg. (G – Holotypus).




