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Atla wheldonii, a rare pyrenocarpous lichen species  
new to Poland

Maria Kossowska

Abstact: Kossowska, M. 2016. Atla wheldonii, a rare pyrenocarpous lichen species new to Poland. – Herzogia 29: 
204 –206.
Atla wheldonii is reported for the first time from Poland. This species was found in a calcareous zone of the Góry 
Kaczawskie Mountains (the Sudetes, SW part of the country), growing on soil in the bottom of an abandoned marble 
quarry. Brief characteristics and notes on habitat preferences and general distribution of the species are given.

Zusammenfassung: Kossowska, M. 2016. Atla wheldonii, eine seltene pyrenocarpe Flechtenart neu für Polen. – 
Herzogia 29: 204 –206.
Atla wheldonii wird erstmals für Polen nachgewiesen. Die Art wurde in einer kalkhaltigen Zone des Bober-
Katzbach-Gebirges (Góry Kaczawskie, Sudeten, SW-Teil des Landes) gefunden, wo sie auf Erde am Grunde eines 
aufgelassenen Marmorbruches wuchs. Eine Kurzcharakteristik sowie Bemerkungen zu Habitatpräferenzen und zur 
Gesamtverbreitung der Art werden vorgelegt.
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Introduction
Atla S.Savić & Tibell is a recently described genus, separated from Polyblastia on the basis 
of molecular data (Savić & Tibell 2008, Gueidan et al. 2009, Tibell & Tibell 2015). To 
date, it accomodates six species: A. alaskana S.Tibell & Tibell, A. alpina S.Savić & Tibell, A. 
palicei S.Savić & Tibell, A. praetermissa S.Savić & Tibell, A. recondita S.Tibell & Tibell, and 
A. wheldonii (Travis) S.Savić & Tibell, of which the first five species are saxicolous and A. 
wheldonii grows on calcareous soil. 
The genus is not easily characterized morphologically. All species form thin, crustose thalli 
and develop rather large, muriform ascospores, which are hyaline in some species and dark 
in others. Perithecia may be sessile or immersed, with or without an involucrellum (Savić & 
Tibell 2008). Atla wheldonii can be distinguished by a poorly developed thallus growing on 
soil, by immersed perithecia and by large, dark brown ascospores.
Atla wheldonii is a rare or rarely collected species, so far known only from Europe. It was long 
considered to be endemic to the British Isles (Travis 1947, Purvis et al. 1992: 486), but was 
subsequently found in the Spanish part of the Pyrenees (Sérusiaux et al. 1999) and in Austria 
(Berger & Priemetzhofer 2005). At present the known range of Atla wheldonii includes 
Great Britain, Spain, Austria, Sweden, Norway (Orange 2009), Finland (Pykälä 2013), the 
Czech Republic (Peksa 2009) and Slovenia (Breuss 2008). The new report is the first one 
from Poland and the Sudety Mountains.




