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Further observations on the lichen genus Megalaria in 
Tasmania: some species with blue-green apothecial pigments

Gintaras Kantvilas

Abstract: Kantvilas, G. 2016. Further observations on the lichen genus Megalaria in Tasmania: some species with 
blue-green apothecial pigments. – Herzogia 29: 421– 434.
Four species of the lichenised Ascomycete genus Megalaria are treated, namely the cosmopolitan Megalaria grossa, 
the two new species, M. hafellneriana (from Tasmania and Victoria) and M. planocarpa (endemic to Tasmania), and 
M. subintermixta (new combination), which is recorded for Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales. Catillaria gros-
sulina is reduced to synonymy with Megalaria grossa. The species are described and illustrated, and their affinities 
with other taxa are discussed. The structure and pigmentation of the proper excipulum, the anatomy of the asci, and 
ascospore size are seen as the most important characters in the delimitation of Megalaria species whereas substrate 
and thallus characters can be ambiguous. A provisional key to Tasmanian species is provided.

Zusammenfassung: Kantvilas, G. 2016. Weitere Beobachtungen an der Flechtengattung Megalaria in Tasmanien: 
einige Arten mit blaugrünen Apothecienpigmenten. – Herzogia 29: 421– 434.
Vier Arten der lichenisierten Ascomycetengattung Megalaria werden behandelt, und zwar die kosmopolitische 
Megalaria grossa, die zwei neuen Arten M. hafellneriana (aus Tasmanien und Victoria) und M. planocarpa (ende-
misch in Tasmanien) und M. subintermixta (Neukombination) welche für Tasmanien, Victoria und New South Wales 
nachgewiesen wurde. Catillaria grossulina wird mit Megalaria grossa synonymisiert. Die Arten werden beschrie-
ben und illustriert, und ihre Ähnlichkeiten zu anderen Taxa werden diskutiert. Die Struktur und Pigmentierung des 
Eigenrandes, die Anatomie der Asci und die Ascosporengröße stellen die wichtigsten Merkmale für die Abgrenzung 
von Megalaria-Arten dar, während unterschiedliche Substrattypen und Thallusmerkmale zur Sippenabgrenzung nicht 
immer verwendbar sind. Ein vorläufiger Schlüssel für die tasmanischen Arten wird bereitgestellt. 
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Introduction
The genus Megalaria was erected by Hafellner (1984) to accommodate M. grossa (Pers. 
ex Nyl.) Hafellner, a widespread corticolous lichen that has been recorded from most regions 
of the world. As with so many generic segregates of the old “form” genera such as Lecidea, 
Bacidia and Catillaria, Megalaria has been gradually enlarged with the addition of many more 
species, some described as new and others transferred from other genera, chiefly Catillaria. 
The total number of taxa currently recognised stands at 35 (MycoBank, viewed March 2016, 
excluding some deletions by the author). The genus is classified in the Ramalinaceae (syn. 
Bacidiaceae; Ekman 2001). A comprehensive review of the history of recent developments in 
the study of the genus is provided by Fryday & Lendemer (2010) and Fryday & Knight 
(2012) and is not repeated here. The genus has had a somewhat controversial history in that 
as it has grown, it has come to encompass an ever-broader range of morphological and ana-
tomical types. For example, it now includes species with asci of the Biatora- and Bacidia-


