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Fissurina subcorallina (lichenized Ascomycota: Ostropales), 
another drop in the bucket

Harald Komposch

Abstract: Komposch, H. 2016. Fissurina subcorallina (lichenized Ascomycota, Ostropales), another drop in the 
bucket. – Herzogia 29: 473 – 478. 
The fertile and isidiate lichen species Fissurina subcorallina is described as new from Costa Rica, where it was col-
lected on a tree bole in the basal height zone of a moist lowland rainforest near the coastline. It is distinguished from 
the other isidiate Fissurina species by transverse (6 –)7-septate ascospores and coralloid isidia. The crack-like lirellae 
are comparable with those of F. dumastii and are grouped in fertile zones.

Zusammenfassung: Komposch, H. 2016. Fissurina subcorallina (lichenisierte Ascomycota, Ostropales), ein weite-
rer Tropfen auf den heißen Stein. – Herzogia 29: 473 – 478. 
Die fruchtende und gleichzeitig isidiöse Flechte Fissurina subcorallina wird aus Costa Rica beschrieben, wo sie im 
unteren Stammbereich eines Baumes in einem feuchten Tieflandregenwald in Küstennähe gesammelt wurde. Die 
Flechte unterscheidet sich von den übrigen bisher beschriebenen isidiösen Fissurina-Arten durch Ascosporen, die 
parallel (6 –)7-septiert sind und durch korallinische Isidien. Die spaltartigen Lirellen sind mit jenen von F. dumastii 
vergleichbar. Sie werden konzentriert in fruchtbaren Thallusregionen gebildet.
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Introduction
In the last decades, many lichenologists concentrated their efforts on the investigation of the 
large and mainly tropical family Graphidaceae (including Thelotremataceae), leading to a 
more natural classification system (Frisch et al. 2006, Lumbsch et al. 2014, Mangold et al. 
2008, Rivas Plata et al. 2012, Rivas Plata & Lumbsch 2011, Staiger 2002). In conclusion, 
the delimitation of the family changed significantly, and the four subfamilies Gomphilloideae, 
Graphidoideae, Redonographoideae, and Fissurinoideae, were proposed within the emended 
Graphidaceae. While the morphological and anatomical distinction between Fissurinoideae 
and Graphidoideae is not straightforward, subfamily Fissurinoideae is phylogenetically quite 
distinct from the latter. As a consequence of these detailed systematic treatments, better spe-
cies concepts have been achieved and identification tools for most of the genera have become 
available. This, in turn, has facilitated the discovery of new taxa (e.g. in the last two years 
alone Joshi et al. 2015, Lücking 2015, Lücking et al. 2014, Mercado-Díaz et al. 2014, 
Papong et al. 2014b, Papong et al. 2014a, Pitakpong et al. 2015, Rivas Plata et al. 2014, 
Sipman 2014, Sohrabi et al. 2014, Sutjaritturakan et al. 2014, van den Broeck et al. 
2014, Weerakoon et al. 2014). What is more, Lücking et al. (2014) predicted another 1800+ 
species awaiting discovery. Notably, Graphidaceae frequently are found sterile with vegeta-
tive propagules only, and these are considered a significant source of potentially undescribed 


