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Stictis and Schizoxylon (Stictidaceae, Ostropales) in Russia

Ludmila A. Konoreva, Sergei V. Chesnokov & Evgeny A. Davydov*

Abstract: Konoreva, L. A., Chesnokov, S. V. & Davydov, E. A. 2016. Stictis and Schizoxylon (Stictidaceae, 
Ostropales) in Russia. – Herzogia 29: 706 –711.
The distribution and ecology of Schizoxylon albescens, Stictis brunnescens and S. radiata in Russia is discussed. 
Schizoxylon albescens is new for Russia and Asia, Stictis brunnescens is new for North Asia, Stictis radiata is re-
ported for the first time for the Asian part of Russia from the Altai Mountains, Salair Ridge (Altaysky Krai), the Sayan 
Mountains (Krasnoyarsk Krai), Sakha Republic and Kodar Ridge (Zabaykalsky Krai) as well as additionally recorded 
from the Kola Peninsula (Murmansk region).

Zusammenfassung: Konoreva, L. A., Chesnokov, S. V. & Davydov, E. A. 2016. Stictis und Schizoxylon 
(Stictidaceae, Ostropales) in Russland. – Herzogia 29: 706 –711.
Die Verbreitung und Ökologie von Schizoxylon albescens, Stictis brunnescens und S. radiata in Russland wird 
diskutiert. Schizoxylon albescens wird erstmals aus Russland und Asien gemeldet. Stictis brunnescens ist neu für 
Nord-Asien. Stictis radiata wird zum ersten Mal aus dem asiatischen Teil Russlands gemeldet, und zwar aus dem 
Altaigebirge, dem Salairrücken (Altaigebiet), dem Sajangebirge (Region Krasnojarsk), der Republik Sacha und dem 
Kodargebirge (Transbaikal) sowie zusätzlich von der Kola-Halbinsel belegt (Region Murmansk).
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Introduction 
Species of Stictis and Schizoxylon represent a case of facultative lichenization, where individu-
als of the same fungal species may have the option to develop either as lichens or saprotrophs, 
depending on the substrate (bark or wood) (Wedin et al. 2004). The taxonomy of Stictis s. lat. 
was recently revised for northern Scandinavia (Wedin et al. 2006). Three species of Stictis were 
until now known from Russia – S. brunnescens Gilenstam et al., S. populorum (Gilenstam) 
Gilenstam, and S. radiata Pers. Stictis radiata is the type species of Stictis and grows as a sap-
rophyte on bark of different trees and on wood. It is widely distributed in the world and known 
from Europe, Asia (India, Japan), Africa, North and South America (Sherwood 1977), but 
the distribution of the species in Russia is poorly known. The first report of Stictis radiata for 
Russia was made in the List of Fungi and Myxomycetes of “Lapponia orientalis” by Karsten 
(1866) as Schmitzomia radiata (L.) Fr. This record was however missed in the last checklists 
of lichens and related fungi of Murmansk region and Russia (Urbanavichus et al. 2008, 
Urbanavichus 2010). The record of Karsten was recently re-discovered by Kuznetsova 
et al. (2012) who reported Stictis radiata for the Leningrad region. Stictis radiata was also 
reported from South Ural (Urbanavichene 2011) and the Caucasus (Urbanavichene & 
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