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Three new moss records from the Bozqır yaylası area of 
Azerbaijan
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Abstract: Qasımov, T., Kürschner, H. & Parolly, G. 2016. Three new moss records from the Bozqır yaylası area 
of Azerbaijan. ‒ Herzogia 29: 805 – 809.
Three taxa, Aloina aloides, Syntrichia caninervis var. gypsophila and Trichostomum brachydontium (Pottiaceae, 
Bryophyta) are first recorded for the moss flora of Azerbaijan. Bryum capillare, Didymodon acutus, Pleurochaete 
squarrosa, Pottia lanceolata, Pterygoneurum ovatum, Tortula canescens and Tortula muralis represent new regional 
records for the wider Bozqır yaylası area.

Zusammenfassung: Qasımov, T., Kürschner, H. & Parolly, G. 2016. Drei neue Moosfunde aus dem Gebiet der 
Bozqır yaylası in Azerbaijan. ‒ Herzogia 29: 805 – 809.
Drei Arten, Aloina aloides, Syntrichia caninervis var. gypsophila und Trichostomum brachydontium (Pottiaceae, 
Bryophyta) sind neu für die Bryoflora Azerbaijans. Zusätzlich repräsentieren Bryum capillare, Didymodon acutus, 
Pleurochaete squarrosa, Pottia lanceolata, Pterygoneurum ovatum, Tortula canescens und Tortula muralis regionale 
Neufunde für das weitere Gebiet der Bozqır yaylası.
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Introduction
The bryophyte flora of Azerbaijan has received little attention till present. The initial contribu-
tion by Weinmann (1846) listed 43 species. A first comprehensive overview on the bryophyte 
flora of the Caucasus countries, including Azerbaijan, was given by Brotherus (1892), who 
mentioned a total of 112 taxa. 100 years later, the checklist of Ignatov & Afonina (1992) 
compiled information on the diversity of mosses of the countries of the former USSR. An ad-
ditional list was published by Ignatov et al. (2006), covering again the Caucasus ecoregion. A 
more detailed study from Azerbaijan was carried out by Lyubarskaya (1986), who recorded 
414 taxa of mosses (364 species, 32 varieties, 18 formas).
The present study adds three records to the moss flora of Azerbaijan, viz. Aloina aloides, 
Syntrichia caninervis var. gypsophila and Trichostomum brachydontium, all collected from a 
single locality of the Bozqır yaylası. Vouchers are kept at BAK (Institute of Botany, ANAS, 
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences), with duplicates at B.

Study area
The vast Bozqır yaylası (Azerbaijanian: bozqır = steppe; yaylası = pasture, rangeland; often 
also translated as Bozqır plateau) is one of the floristically less known regions of Azerbaijan 
and still a completely empty quarter in terms of bryophyte sampling.
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