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Rediscovery of the rare liverwort Liochlaena subulata 
(Jungermanniaceae) in Poland
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Abstract: Górski, P. & Romański, M. 2016. Rediscovery of the rare liverwort Liochlaena subulata (Jungermanniaceae) 
in Poland. – Herzogia 29: 810 – 813.
Liochlaena subulata is a rare liverwort in North America and Europe, but relatively common in Asia. In Europe it was 
reported for the first time in 1969. To date, L. subulata had only one locality in north-western Poland. A new station is 
situated near the Polish-Lithuanian border in Wigry National Park (north-eastern Poland).

Zusammenfassung: Górski, P. & Romański, M. 2016. Wiederfund des seltenen Lebermooses Liochlaena subulata 
(Jungermanniaceae) in Polen. – Herzogia 29: 810 – 813.
Liochlaena subulata ist ein in Nordamerika und Europa selten vorkommendes Lebermoos, das in Asien relativ weit 
verbreitet ist. Das Vorkommen in Europa wurde erstmals im Jahre 1969 gemeldet. In Polen war L. subulata bislang 
nur von einem Fundort in Nordwest-Polen bekannt. Ein neues Vorkommen wurde an der polnisch-litauischen Grenze 
im Wigry-Nationalpark in Nordost-Polen entdeckt.
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Introduction
Liochlaena subulata (A.Evans) Schljakov (=Jungermannia subulata A.Evans) is a liverwort re-
ported in Europe for the first time in 1969 (Váňa 1969, Grolle & Váňa 1970). The estimated 
number of European localities of this liverwort at that time did not exceed 30 (Duda & Váňa 
1969, Grolle & Váňa 1970, Váňa 1973). Currently, L. subulata has the status of a rare spe-
cies in Europe (category R, Schumacker & Váňa 2005), although in many countries there are 
no floristic data on which the basis of degree of endangerment for this species could be specified 
(Hodgetts 2015). In the discussed area, the species is found in Austria, Switzerland, Germany, 
Hungary, Slovenia, Poland, Romania, Sweden, France, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Ukraine, 
Russia, and the Czech Republic (Söderström et al. 2002, Schumacker & Váňa 2005). In some 
of these countries, the liverwort is included in the red lists of threatened plants, at varying statuses. 
In the Czech Republic and Romania, L. subulata is critically endangered (CR); in Estonia, it is 
regionally extinct; and, in Austria, it is vulnerable (VU), while in Poland it is rare (R) (Klama 
2006, Kučera et al. 2012, Hodgetts 2015). Outside of Europe, the range of L. subulata also 
covers Asia (mainly its eastern and southern parts) and North America (Grolle & Váňa 1970).
To date, L. subulata had only one locality in Poland. It is situated in north-western Poland, near 
the town of Miastko in the vicinity of Lake Kamień (Fig. 1). Herbarium material from that local-
ity was collected by J. Szweykowski in 1966, who recorded it as Jungermannia leiantha. This 

* Corresponding author




