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Further spreading of the moss Orthotrichum pulchellum in 
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Abstract: Stebel, A. & Smoczyk, M. 2017. Further spreading of the moss Orthotrichum pulchellum in Poland. – 
Herzogia 30: 296 –299.
Orthotrichum pulchellum until recently has been a rare component of the bryoflora of Poland, but in the last years the 
number of its records has increased. This paper presents information about its current distribution in Poland.

Zusammenfassung: Stebel, A. & Smoczyk, M. 2017. Weitere Ausbreitung des Mooses Orthotrichum pulchellum 
in Polen. – Herzogia 30: 296 –299.
Bis vor kurzem war Orthotrichum pulchellum ein seltener Bestandteil der Moosflora Polens, aber in den letzten 
Jahren ist die Anzahl der Vorkommen der Art angestiegen. Dieser Artikel präsentiert Informationen über die aktuelle 
Verbreitung der Art in Polen.
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Introduction
The moss Orthotrichum pulchellum Brunt. is an epiphytic species with oceanic distribution 
pattern, in Europe recently expanding to the east. Its spread is probably affected by both climate 
changes and improvements of air quality (Frahm 2002, Müller 2004, Plášek & Marková 
2007, Marková & Plášek 2013). Although the first record of O. pulchellum from the present 
territory of Poland origin from the 19th century from West Pomerania region (Ruthe 1867), 
through 145 years any new site has not been discovered. First current data appeared in 2012 
(Plášek et al. 2013) and till this time several additional sites, situated in the western part of 
the country, were found. In 2015 O. pulchellum was noted in the Silesia Province (southern 
Poland) which indicate, that the number of its stations increases in Poland. The goal of the 
paper is to provide information about the current distribution of O. pulchellum in Poland. 

Materials and methods
All available data from literature and herbaria concerning the distribution of Orthotrichum 
pulchellum in Poland were listed. The list of localities was arranged according to ATMOS 
grid square system (Ochyra & Szmajda 1981) in the particular Provinces and geographic 
coordinates are given in WGS-84 coordinate system. New stations are marked by an asterisk 
(*). Data originated from the Lubuskie Province are result of a special study on this species 
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